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ABSTRACT

An Analytical Study on
L. v. Beethoven {violin sonata No. 4 in A minor Op. 23) :

Focused on the First Movement

Choi, Se-ri1
Department of Collaborative Piano
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This paper aims to explore (Beethoven's Violin Sonata No. 4)
Beethoven wrote No. 4(Op. 23) and No. 5, ‘Spring’ during the years
1800-1801, which were the last years of his early compositional period.
Even though No. 4 and No. 5(Op. 24) were composed in the same year,
they have contrasting features and musical histories. Whereas academic
studies and performances on No. 5, which is one of the most popular
pieces have been actively sought, No. 4, has not gained as much
attention. Therefore, by thorough research on No. 4, the thesis intends to

reveal the quality of it as a work. The dissertation explores styles of
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Beethoven’s pieces and his ten Violin Sonatas. In order to conduct a
close observation and analysis, the scope of research was limited to the
first movement, focusing on identifying its musical structure, chord
progressions and themes and motives. By recognizing themes and
motives in the piece, it was found that changes of major motives and
movements control the overall musical plan, forming an enriched
structure. Not only that, it was also confirmed that those movements of
motives are equally shown in three parts (Violin, the right and left hand
of piano), and equivalent roles and close relations of the two important
instruments as chamber music. In addition, using coda as a characteristic
of the Middle Period allows the piece to represent the style of the
Middle Period. Moreover, the use of presto and minor key in the first
movement was the first attempt that was found among the 10 Violin
Sonatas. Considering the multiple traits identified, it is confirmed that
No. 4 has its own favorable values in terms of the quality of work just
like the other 10 Violin Sonatas, and it also contains various

characteristics as well as the styles of the First and Middle Periods.
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