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ABSTRACT

The Effect on Prosocial Behavior and empathic ability of

young Children through Caring education Activities

Lee, hyo—Joo

Major in Early Childhood Education
Dept. of Education

The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study is to examine the effect of caring
education activities on 4 vyears old preschoolers’ infant empathic

ability and prosocial behavior.

The specific research questions are as follows.
1. Does caring education activities affect the infant prosocial behavior?

2. Does caring education activities affect the infant empathic ability?

To investigate research questions above, data were collected from 4
years old 48 preschoolers (experimental group 24, control group 14) on

kindergarten located in Seoul.



As for the instrument of the infant empathic ability, questionnaire
modified by Kim hyangmi(2010) were used. This instrument was first
created by Bryant(1982) and translated in Korean and modified by
Yeon JinYoung(1987). For the instrument of the infant prosocial
behavior, questionnaire modified by Hong jinju(2009) were used. This
instrument was first created by Weir and Duvenn(1981) and translated
in Korean and modified by Gwon yeonhui(1995).

Caring education activities for experimental group took place for
7weeks (2—3 times a week), total 16 times from October 29th, 2012 to
December 14th, 2012. The activities were provided in either small or
large group depends of the purpose of the activity. To identify the
reliability of instrument of the study, Cronbach’s a was calculated
and descriptive statistics and correlation analysis were conducted. Also

to verify the research questions, t—test were used.

The results from this study are as follows.

First, the infant empathic ability of the preschoolers in experimental
group who participated in caring education activities was improved.
Preschoolers from experimental group achieved higher score than
control group among sub factors of the infant empathic ability (mental
burden, joy, anxiety, besides grief). This means that caring education
activities significantly effect on the infant empathic ability.

Second, prosocial behavior of the preschoolers in experimental group

who participated in caring education activities was improved.



Preschoolers from experimental group achieved higher score than
control group among sub factors of the prosocial behavior (helpful,
considering, cooperative actions). This means that caring education

activities significantly effect on the prosocial behavior.
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