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ABSTRACT

An Action Research on Family Involvement using

Picture Books in an After—School Course

Yoo, Jae - Soon
Major in Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The present study is an action research for establishing a plan to
vitalize family involvement by using picture books in an after—school
class called flower—petal class for four-year-olds at Dongsan preschool
The purpose of the study is to implement family involvement activities
using picture books in the flower petal class and to observe the changes
that occur in the children and the parents.

The following research problems were established in accordance with

the purpose of the study.

1. How is the process of implementing family involvement using

picture books in an after-school course?
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2. What are the changes in the children and the parents during the

process of implementing family involvement?

The present study was conducted in the flower petal class, a
after-school course for four-year olds at Dongsan preschool which is
located in D-gu in Seoul, with subjects including 15 children enrolled in
the course and their parents. The research term was bhetween September
2015 and February 2016, and involved the researcher comprehending the
problems regarding the family involvement conducted at the flower petal
class and carrying out an action research for vitalizing family
involvement using picture books. Data was collected through participant
observation, interviews, journal writing, video, photographs, and other
related documents, and the collected data was categorized through
repetitive reading, explored in terms of its meaning, and interpreted in
accordance with the research problems. The present study obtained the
following results.

First, the study distinguished a primary and secondary implementation
process before proceeding with the family involvement.

Family involvement using picture books in the primary implementation
involved sending thematic picture books read only at preschool to the
home so that the books could be read with more interest, along with a
family activity sheet that suggests the contents of the picture book as
educational activities. After finishing the activity sheet that was
distributed to the homes, the results are recorded on the sheet and an

activity picture is attached and the sheet is returned to the preschool.
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The assessment of the primary implementation shows that the flower
petal class lacked the time and interest in family involvement
participation because most of the parents were working couples. Also,
the family activity sheet that was handed out to the families from the
preschool felt like burdensome homework to the parents. Children were
split into those that performed the activity sheet and those that did not,
and the children that were not able to do the sheet became alienated.
Furthermore, the study found that participation was higher when the
activities could be easily practiced in everyday life rather than activities
that were too static or simple. The deficiencies of the primary
implementation results were modified and supplemented during the
secondary implementation.

In the secondary implementation, family involvement using picture
books was carried out, with a focus on SNS, through the smart phone
application BAND and the preschool's homepage, along with the paper
family activities sheet. The researcher made it possible for parents to
exchange activity results by using the easily accessible smart phone
application and homepage, in order to increase lacking time and interest.
The use of SNS created time and space for the families that were
interested in the activities introduced at the preschool to communicate
with each other. Just seeing the family involvement results of other
families was an educational stimulus.

Furthermore, the children were impressed upon the fact that the family
activities sheet was not homework but a proposal for play. The activity

results sent by each family were introduced as data for sharing rather
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than boasting. The use of SNS enabled the immediate upload of activity
results and the instant and realtime response to those results. The
assessment of the secondary implementation shows that family
involvement centered on SNS enables freedom from activity results and
allows the preschool and families to freely meet in online space.

Second, the study revealed the following aspects of change displayed
by the children and parents participating in the implementation process
of the family involvement using picture books in the after—school course.

First, the children became the center activity during the process of
introducing the activities from the preschool to the home. Children
bringing the activity results to the preschool actively showed themselves
explaining the results. Furthermore, because the start of family
involvement was implemented based on the picture books handled in the
flower petal class, the children became closer to various picture books as
well as thematic picture books with the course of time. During the
process of sharing family activity results, the children, who initially took
interest in themselves and in showing the activity results they brought,
later took interest in their friends and their activity results, as the study
proceeded.

Next, the parents became focused on the children by participating in
the family involvement education activities. The parents took interest in
the education activities and the curriculum their children were taking
part in with a gaze like that of a microscope rather than vaguely
observing them from a distance. Also, parents, who had one-sidedly

received or given results, now showed themselves trying to communicate
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with the teachers of the preschool. They did the activities centered on
the picture books and tried to talk about it with the preschool. The
parents trying to communicate had changed from parents that grant
unconditional love to, along with that love, teachers in the home who
gradually learn how to play at an educational level. Just like teachers in
preschool, the parents as teachers in the home presented play methods

as opposed to just one-sidedly transmitting a secret play method.
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