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ABSTRACT

Kim SangYeon
The Dedartment of Accompany
Graduate School of

Sungshin women's University

In recent years a great change has come over Korean ballet. People have
become much more interested in ballet accompaniment than recorded music,
and have realized real ballet—performance is quite more effective than recorded
performance for students. This change has resulted from pioneering
accompaniment efforts!) made by Ewha Women’s University, translating many
accompaniment books in Korean?), and performing joint—researches by

musicians and ballet dancers3).

1) Prof. Kim, Eunsoo, a ballet accompanist, at Ewah Women's University.
2) Son Yoonsuk and Nah Sunyoung, Ballet music, published by Geumsung, 1995.
Lee Sangwoo, Agrippina Vaganova Teaching Method, published by Yenie, 2002



Despite of these efforts, people’s stereotype for ballet accompanime
changed a lot. Basically, for example, a ballet instructor arranges and
a dance, and students exercise the dance for every class. Music selection
plays very important role for the class as well. Since many ballet classes still
use recorded ballet music, the arrangement of the dance must be changed (or
fit) to the recorded music. Thus, the ballet classes are ineffectively operated.
Moreover, almost every ballet test, audition, performance, etc, are operated by
recorded music without ballet accompanists. Nobody has responsibilities for
this ineffective situation. However, every musician and ballet dancer should
know we have to jump this obstacle for the bright future of Korean ballet

dancing.

Since ballet accompaniment in Korean lacks research works and education
systems of making active ballet accompanists, existing ballet accompanists are
not systematically—educated and just play by trial and error. In addition ballet

accompanists come to the ballet field without attitude, passion, knowledge, etc.

The main purpose of this dissertation assumes this ballet accompaniment
situation, and gives some solutions for how to study in order to become
talented ballet accompanists. Moreover, it represents theoretical backgrounds of
music and Dballet accompaniment for in—class—ballet—accompaniment and
reviews basic knowledge, such as ballet movements and their musical scores,
for ballet accompanists, based on the Vaganova Method. Especially, important
educational roles of ballet accompanists for freshmen and sophomore levels are

as follows;

3) Ballet, The Korean National University of Arts (Profe. Woo Gwanghyuk, on the program
of ballet accompanists)
The Dance Music Associate (represented by Prof. Kim, Eunsoo)
Program of ballet accompanists at Sungshin Women's University (Prof. Lim Sunghee)
Dept. of ballet accompaniment at Sungshin Women's University (Prof. Lim Sunghee)



Ballet accompanists should

1.

Know minimal sets of ballet theories such as history

introduction of ballet music, and ballet techniques.

. Understand French terms for ballet and has steady music performance

technique.

. Know high—level music theories such as tone quality, style, tempo,

sentence, range, etc, in order to choose proper music.

. Try the best to control ballet dancers, only concentrating on their

performance, by stimulating dancers’ ears and muscles with inspirational

music performance.

. Progress ballet classes smoothly with right knowledge and trust.

. Assist the ballet instructor, lacking in music knowledge, to make clear

the main movement and the transition movements.

. Prepare to meet all—levels of ballet dancers, and assist the ballet

instructor and students to stimulate their curiosity.

Characteristics of the Vaganova Method for freshmen and sophomore levels are

as follows;

1.

Schools and programs to teach the Vaganova Method should use ballet

accompanists, not recorded music such as CD and types.

. It is the most important for freshmen—levels to understand rhythmical

Senses.

. Music for freshmen and sophomore levels should not be variety. But, the

accompanist prepares music with various tempos.

. Music selection by the accompanist plays a very important role. The

accompanist teaches students to distinguish music phases, characteristics,

rhythms, and strength and weakness.

. Music selection by the accompanist should be slow since students are

still in freshmen and sophomore levels.

. Students are taught polka in order to feel dance and music together.



7. By letting students bow before and after class to music, stud

dance to music during the class.
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