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ABSTRACT

A Study of Park Rehyun’ s Art Awareness and Artwork

- Focusing on the Plural Modernization -

Han Gyeongseon
Department of Art History
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This thesis is a study that has analyzed the art awareness and artwork
of Park Rehyun(1920-1976) who studied in Japan during the Japanese
colonial era and also actively worked for the modernization of Korean art
in the period of building the modernization of Korea after going through
the space of liberation.

Park Rehyun who entered Tokyo Women’ s Art College in 1940 learnt
Japanese painting, and then released her works in the National Art
Exhibition, the husband-and-wife exhibition with her husband Kim Kichang,
and the Baekyanghwoi exhibition after the liberation. In the 1960s, she
expanded her participation in overseas exhibitions, and traveled to the
world for a year. After studying print in the United States from 1969, she

came back to Korea in 1974, declared the return to Dongyanghwa(Oriental
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Painting), produced five new works, and then passed away in 1976.

Park Rehyun’ s art awareness is implied as the tradition-based beauty of
life, original exploration of Ji-Pil-Muk(Paper, Brush and Ink) and history,
coexistence of Korean tradition and ancient civilization, and integration of
print and oriental painting. She pursued the routinization of art by
reflecting on the ideality of traditional oriental painting after the liberation.
In the 1960s when the internationalization was rising as a real sensation,
she produced abstract painting to deliver the flavor of Asians as a painting
instead of oriental painting. After the travel to the world, she escaped
from dichotomy of ethnicity and trend of the times by realizing the
coexistence of differences melted in each different life and culture. In the
1970s, she expanded the prospect of oriental painting by combining the
print techniques and properties of matter.

Park Rehyun applied the plane division style of cubism to traditional
objects, market scenery, and animal materials reflecting the artist” s image.
After that, she pursued oriental mood of abstract painting through delicate
brush strokes including experiments of glue or candle, and also expressed
homogeneity felt from Korean ftradition and ancient civilization of
non-Western countries into the abstraction of yellow band. The tapestry
and print were the exploration of properties to expand the formative
limitation of oriental painting while her return to oriental painting after
coming back to Korea was the choice that crossed the boundary of
ultimate medium.

As a result, Park Rehyun not only verified the possibility of oriental

painting as universal painting by escaping from the dichotomous boundary
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in the world of oriental painting such as the East and the West, Ink and
color, conception and abstraction, and technique and spirit, instead of
acquiring the modernization of oriental painting by accepting the Western
artistic style such as cubism and Informel, but also practiced plural
modernization through the expansion and integration to new genre that

could complement limitations.
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