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ABSTRACT

The Change and Aspect of Park Nam Soo poetry

- Focused on Anxiety Consciousness -

Song Ji Yeon
Dept. of Korea Language and Literature
Graduate School of SungShin Women's University

Advisor: prof. kim, Meong Suk

Park Nam-Soo was born in 1918, Pyeongannam-do Pyeongyang. He had
worked as a poet for 55 year until he passed away in New Jersey in 1994.
He entered upon a literary career in 1939 by the recommendation of Jung
Ji-Yong and published 8 collections of poems including his first collected
poems; ‘Lantern (Cholong-bull). He had published three collections of
poems, including 8 poetical works and three books of poetry (Sun-Si-Jim,
collections of good poems) since 1990.

The aims of this study is to investigate both changes and characteristics
of Park Nam-Soo’s poetic world by focusing on the anxiety consciousness
shown throughout his poems and examine the transformation process of
consciousness of the poet.

The poetic world of Park Nam-Soo, who had done his poetic activity for
fifty—five year, can be divided into three parts: the early, middle and latter
period. The aspects of the change are pronounced as the gap of respective

periods.
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This study connects the biographic research on poet Park Nam-Soo’s
lifetime and the work analysis, and divides his lifetime into three periods.
Furthermore, the study derives detailed analysis on the transformed
aspects, which correspond with the periods, of his literary universe with
regard to his real literary works. The emotions of constant flow in his
poems are longing, solitude and futility. Considering his lifetime, they can
be considered as an anxiety consciousness results from loss of whomever.

By analyzing his early works, the present study was conducted to find
causes of the anxiety related to his lifetime and considers the ways of
responding to the anxiety. The idyllic village set in Park’'s early poem;
‘Lantern’, has two characteristics. The grief of loss on lost homeland
during the colonial period is expressed in main image, such as ‘villages’
and ‘darkness’ for restoration consciousness, and embodies the lives of
colonists of those days by describing the space of the idyllic village
objectively. It represents the restoration process of identity arose from
negative experiences during the reality of colonialism and appeared as
respective opposing aspects of conflict of ‘World-Recognition’ and
‘Self- Awareness’

Through the analysis on the works during middle period, the current
study was attempted to find the different causes and features of anxiety
compared to those of the poems during early period based on the
appearance of the ‘Bird after FSeagull drawing, published. The
middle-period—-poem  has distinct ontological aspects of conflicts.
Experiencing the tragic reality caused by the war story leads to the
question of existence and presents the absolute purity; the ‘Bird, as the
process corresponding to the World-Recognition.

The serial poetry , "Seagull drawings; , shows the change of the bird
results from unstable space through concrete poetic language. The poet’s
ontological struggle can be understood through the changes of the bird. In
addition, the essential change is the question about existence and it goes

on to the way of responding through the bird toward the world. Thus, the
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changing process of hidden consciousness underlying the way can be
elucidated.

Park Nam-soo’s representative poem [Bird; catches the spread of
consciousness in that it seeks the point that beings should aim in the
recognition of existence. This is the directivity of pureness as a way of
responding to criticism and refusal of negative reality. In TBird 35 , we
can see the changing process of perception as a whole being harmonizing
with nature.

In the [Garbage of God; , we can connect 'Ears; and 'Sound of a
bell; through the desire of a transcendent existence what the garbage of
God stands for. In the TGarbage of Gody , we can investigate the
converting to the transcendent world to find the meaning 'the glare of the
sun’ through the ontological aspiration to the new world.

However, in the 'Bird’s Secret Burial; , the bird, the object of the
poetic speaker, is seen to be gradually buried secretly due to the gap
between the life in realistic space and the world that the poet pursued .
But the birds are not frustrated and lead to constant desire. In this way,
the changing process of the bird can be examined in detail through the
works of Park Nam-soo’s middle-period-poem. We can understand the
mental meaning as it touches the poet’s point of view.

Through the analysis of the works in latter period, we can find out the
cause of anxiety as the displaced consciousness felt in foreign lands. The
characteristic of late works includes the sense of existential loss due to the
underlying sense of loss. The corresponding attitude of poet to it is more
active than that in the early and middle period of his work. The poet’s
confessing vocabulary shown in his works can be seen as a universal

emotion of life.
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