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ABSTRACT

A Study on tragic inclination of Park Kyoung—Ri’s

novels

Kim, Ye Nie
Dept. of korean & literature
Graduate school of

Sungshin University

I have examined a tragic inclination as a main factor which specifies
Park Kyoung-Ri's novel. Most modern novels have a factor of tragic
inclination, but distinguished factor of tragic inclination of her novel can
be Amor Fati in the active meaning. The tragic inclination of her novel
cannot be about the emotion of resentment because it has a distance
from resignation or transcend will of pain. This fact is similar with
tragic vision of Greek tragedy. Greek tragedy has the loftiness; they are
affirmative their painful lives with having tragic spirit against
irrationality of tragedy, the human being does not give up their lives,
even they are in the irresistible situation by mysterious power which is
out of control. We can find out that loftiness in her novel.

The factor of tragic inclination of Park Kyung-Ri's novel not only

connects with themes, but also manages general of her work as an
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operation of formalizing characters. The tragic inclination is the only
word to explain her life, because she directly experiences significant
affairs of Korean modern history, and she endures those sorrowful pain
from Korean modern history. She cannot help asking about the tragedy
of destiny. She handles a lot of characters, like amount of her novels, to
a critical situation, and she keeps experiment of tragic human character.
In the procedure, the historical background is moved off to the rear.
The more important thing is there is always a tragic situation and
condition at the all time and space, and poor and neglected people live
with suffering and sorrow at any moment. Thus the introspection about
a natural tragic inclination of tragic human being is more significant to
the author. Through a lot of experiments and introspections, the author
vividly describes that characters who are aware of irrationality of
society, based on their life, struggle for survival regardless of good and
evil. Because of that, her work 1is gained epistemological tragic
inclination. Even if living with the will for the life seems like a tragedy
as a human life, it affirms the destiny, and emphasizes Amor Fati.
Novels what features social tragedy criticize the mammonism of
postwar society by clearly describing main character’s tragic spirit
against irrationality of the society. It reifies the concept through the
polarization and contrast which are due to the acceleration of democracy
between the poor and the upper class. She, however, extended the vision
of tragedy as humane discernment about the poor and people who put
material values above all rather than she inquired the matter of

polarization between poor and rich as a social problem. She saw poor

- 143 -



and neglected people with warm sight, and was critical to people who
have emotionless face. That is the matter of whether there is an
empathy of tragic inclination of human condition or not. When people
accept the tragic inclination of human condition, they can acquire the
meaning of human being as extended human being.

The feature of description of romantic tragic inclination is that the
reason of tragedy is a personal flaw of individual. It appears mysophobia
in Park Kyoung-Ri’s novel. Main agent cannot communicate with others,
and he or she takes an uncompromising stand on the society, but it
comes not from a spirit of criticism, but it is a matter of tendency or a
personal flaw. In her work, not only mysophobia becomes a reason of
character who keeps uncompromising attitude against the irrationality of
society, but also it suggests why the character chooses self-alienation
for protecting his or her self-respect. Because of mysophobic
characteristic, moral squeamishness 1is increased. This characteristic
creates a gap with vulgar reality, and it reveals tragic inclination as
much as the gap creates.

Especially, a love tragedy belongs the description of romantic tragic
inclination. Love idealizes only one person as a absolute value, and a
character hopes to have exclusive relationship with that person. It is
never substitutable. The love which is in outside of marriage form is a
main topic in the Serial novels for newspapers in 1960s, characters seek
for the passionate love uncompromisingly against a social accepted idea.
Characters who absolutize the romantic love loose the meaning of their

existences, but they examine about themselves through their failure, and
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keep their unfulfilled love. It causes ontological tragedy, then because
woman leading characters put the absolute value on the romantic love
without compromise with social accepted idea and material values, they
can make a clear contrast with characters who use a love as a tool.
That is the reason why her novels acquire the tragic inclination even
though they have a popular nature.

Lastly, the description of tragic inclination of destiny contains Park
Kyoung-Ri’'s works which show a finite factor of human existence with
approval of uncontrollable destiny in the outside of human limitation. She
tests various tragic endings by driving various characters to a critical
situation, at that same time, she examines how a human being lives in
the critical situation.

The most important thing in the tragedy of destiny is to acquire the
spirit of tragedy. Resistance against irrationality of reality with spirit of
tragedy or not is the standard of whether or not advance on the tragic
enlightenment and epistemological tragedy. Because of that spirit of
tragedy, characters can bear hardships, and they stand against the
irrationality even though they are in a critical situation. It can be the
Amor Fati which affirms life as the will against resignation. Characters
become a new person not only to embrace suffering and sorrow as a
part of life, but also to reach the understanding about a human being
and the meaning of human life through the tragic enlightenment.

I have examined the tragic inclination of Park Kyoung-Ri’s novel in
three aspects. Those aspects of tragic inclination create inventive tragic

inclination of her works with combination of multi layvered meaning. This
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tragic inclination is not the emotion of resentment, resignation, transcend
real world and the great victory of human spirit. It is not about Utopia,
and does not avoid hardships. but it shows the epistemological tragic
inclination and Amor Fati through the deep discernment about a human
being who internalize a contradiction of society. That is not only the
core of tragic inclination in Park Kyoung—-Ri’s novel, but also her

inventive idea in contrast with other authors.
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