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ABSTRACT

The Influence of Violin Lessons as Extra—-Curricula
Activity in Elementary School on Children’s Music

Aptitude

Lim, In Kyung
Department of Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purposes of this study were to produce basic data to prove that
the violin lessons as extra—curricula activity had impacts on the third
graders’ development of music aptitude as they were in the stage of
developmental music aptitude, as well as to suggest the directions to
vitalize violin lessons as extra—curricula activity.

The subjects of the study were 57 third graders that received violin
lessons as extra-curricula activity at two elementary schools in Jeju City,
Jeju Island. They were administered with the Korean Music Aptitude
Test(KMAT) by Kyung Sil Hyun, a survey, violin achievement test
developed by the investigator. The violin achievement test was given

separately for the textbook pieces and free pieces. Three individuals



evaluated the students following the prepared assessment criteria. The
collected data were treated with a statistics program called SPSS 12.0 to
obtain mean, standard deviation, reliability, item  difficulty and
discrimination, and correlation coefficient. Based on the analysis results, the
following findings were observed:

First, the subject children’s mean of KMAT rhythm and melody test
was 23.14 and 24.56 respectively, which were higher than the mean of the
third graders examined by Hyun(2004) to produce grade standards.

Second, as for the reliability of KMAT, the Cronbach alpha coefficient
of the rhythm and melody test was .84 and .86 respectively, which were
rather high for aptitude tests.

Third, the mean difficulty was 80.9 for the rhythm test and 81.7 for
the melody test, which implies that the items were proper for the subject
children.

Fourth, as for the evaluator reliability of the violin achievement test,
the Cronbach alpha coefficient was .75 for the rhythm, .83 for the melody,
and .88 for the musical expression, which means that the evaluators scored
the scores consistently.

Fifth, there were relationships between the children’s music aptitude
and violin achievement. The Pearson correlation coefficient between KMAT
and violin achievement was .81 for rhythm and .73 for melody in the
significance level of p<.0l.

Sixth, as a result of the survey, there were statistically significant
relationships between the number of family members playing an

instruments(Item 4), the period of taking violin lessons as extra—curricula



activity(Item 5), the children’s music aptitude and violin achievement. The
number of family members playing an instruments was related in the
significance level of p<.01 with its Pearson correlation coefficient with
KMAT at .34. The Pearson correlation coefficient with violin achievement
was .32 in the significance level of p<.05. The period of taking violin
lessons as extra-curricula activity had the Pearson correlation coefficient of
.37 with both KMAT and violin achievement, being statistically significant
in correlation at p<.01 level.

In conclusion, the experiment confirmed that violin lessons as
extra—curricula activity were #related with music aptitude and proved that
they had positive impacts on the music aptitude development of third
graders that were in the stage of developmental music aptitude.

Although it’s hard to say the results can be applied to all kinds of
violin lessons as extra-curricula activity in wvarious schools, this study
will lead a group of researches on the positive effects of specialty and
aptitude education on children’s music aptitude and contribute to the
vitalization of specialty and aptitude education and growth of music

education.
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