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ABSTRACT

The study on Chaconne in the Baroque era

Kim, Bo Young
Department of Music
Major in Violin
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’ s University

The chaconne was a form of variations popular during the Baroque
era. It 1s known as a traditional dance music originated in Mexico,
which was introduced to Spain and was soon developed into
independent variations in Italy and Germany. Most chaconnes feature
solemn rhythms in triple time and mainly have harmonic themes
within 4 or 8 bars. They are continual variations which everytime
thematic structures of harmony repeat, repetitions, reductions of
melodies and many other techniques are played. Passacaglia is often
referred to as a continual variation based on using an ostinato bass.

However it 1s difficult to tell chaconne and passacaglia as two



separate parts and those two terms can be mixed up with as one
part.

<Chaconne for Violin and Basso continuo in G minor>, which is
considered as an important violin repertoire from the Baroque era,
had been known as Tommaso Antonio Vitali(1663—1745)'s piece for
many years. However, recent studies by Wolfgang Reich and many
other scholars claim that it is in fact not a piece by Vitali. Though it
was removed from the list of Vitali' s work on <The New Grove
Dictionary of Music and Musicians, second edition>(2001), it is still
regarded as his work which shows the distinct features of chaconne.
The keyboard instrument is layed out first in the accompaniment, the
violin melody is played variously among the repeating patterns of the
accompaniment within a tetrachord form of G-F—-E°-D and a
repetition of chord patterns in 1 —vg—VI—V. The piece is made up

with 203 bars, 20 variations and 8 transition’ s.

<Chaconne> is the fifth movement of <Partita for solo violin No.
2 in D minor, BWV 1004> among the pieces of <Six Sonatas and
Partitas for solo violin, BWV 1001—-1006>, which Johann Sebastian
Bach (1685 — 1750) composed while he was a court conductor of
Leopold in KOthen. This chaconne is divided into 3 parts. The first
part is in D minor and the second part is in D Major while the third
part is in D minor where the key changes within the range of the
same parallel key relation but the progress of bass is irregular and

the harmonic change is various. Also its distinct feature 1s more



focused on the variations in rhythms, subdivided into thirty—second
notes other than melodic wvariations, which indicates polyphonic
structures throughout the whole piece. It is made up with 257 bars

and 29 different variations.

This dissertation compares and analyzes Chaconnes of Vitali and J.
S. Bach. It is designed to lay the groundwork for desirable playing
styles on both pieces by consulting musicians understand the
characters, structures, forms of chaconne, which take essential parts

in developing variations in the Baroque era.
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