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ABSTRACT

Research on Body Painting

Kwak, Ju Young
Department of The Convergence Design and Arts
Major in Make-up & Special Make-up

The Graduate School of Sungshin Women's university

Recently, Body Painting has expanded its own field through its
artistic growth and by grafting fashion shows, plays, performances,
advertisements, etc on itself. Also, it is being paid more and more
social attention to recently. However, its genre hasn't been regulated
yvet and for many, it is expressed as a peripheral form, not admitted its
own particular art.

In these conditions, this thesis focused on two things. Firstly
theoretical consideration from research about the possibility of
establishing the artistic value of Body Painting and making a specific
genre. Secondly analysing the production of Body Painting and the work of
Veruschka, an artist and model who promoted Body Painting as a field of
art.

Body Art is one of the formative arts that creates and expresses the
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beauty of the human body by using certain materials, styles, techniques,
etc. It has its origin in the emergence of the human race but 1in the
early 20th century it became an art form through Dadaism and Conceptional
arts. It also expanded its artistic domain from post-modernism and has
been highlighted as a newly accepted field that was once ignored. Western
arts started with the human body, and thus 'Performance', and 'Body Art'
developed, from this, 'Body Painting' has advanced.

In 'Performance Art', Body Painting has become the most important
element. Body Painting which is part of 'Performance Art' as other
elements; music, lighting, model, scenario, and stage are improved and
perfected the 'Performance Art'. Although it has originated from the
technique which transmits meaning, the process of 'Body Art' has made its
base to develop as a particular artistic genre.

'Body Art' that uses the subject of a human body, has also affected the
development of Body Painting. Generally, 'Body Art' in which people do
art activities by using their own body as a material has developed with
different styles and subjects and this experimentalism led to the
limitlessness of Body Painting as an expression. Body Painting is able to
make various art works which express different motives by using a lot of
methods such as a mode of expression of picture, graphic magazine, UV
luminescent color and black light, air brush, and an object.

In this thesis, I've made a diverse and creative work examining these
various methods. | analyzed and studied Veruschka's works, who was one of
the worlds most body painting artist and model. The aim of thesis is to

raise the artistic quality of Body Painting and arouse the interest and
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attention of people. This was achieved by choosing the human body as a
place for expression, and not paper or the canvas, thus indicating that
there are infinite possibilities of future growth.

Advancing techniques have made a new field of art and new techniques
stimulate originality. Considering all of these aspects, Body Painting
has a possibility of growth as an applied art, which expresses the
artists' symbolic concept concretely on the body with unique styles and
substances. Also, Body Painting will be more likely to make a new attempt
at its expression through combination between different artistic ideas.
Moreover, Body Painting will expand and grow being created as an art
form. I expect that Body Painting will establish a stable position as a

particular field of art genre.
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