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Abstract

Effects of Gender Role Attitudes and Lifestyles of Unmarried
Employed Women on Position about Marriage

- Focused on the Presence of Their Parents as Common Dwellers

Seo, Ji Hee
Dept. of Family Culture & Consumer Science,
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women’'s University

This study was aimed to investigate what effects the presence of
parents of unmarried women as common dwellers, gender role attitudes
and lifestyles had on their attitudes towards marriage in order to have a
multilateral understanding of marriage avoidance that made unmarried
persons remain unmarried and a phenomenon of marriage delay. "2007
Korean Longitudinal Survey of Women & Families(KLoWF)” data
extracted from the sample aged 40 years and wunder 25, unmarried
working women in the study were 464 people. For this purpose, this
study analyzed the differences among unmarried employed women in
socio—demographic background, gender role attitudes and lifestyles
depending on whether they shared a common dwelling place with their
parents. Then, it analyzed the variables that affected the attitudes of

unmarried employed women towards marriage.
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First, this study analyzed the differences among unmarried employed
women in socio—demographic background depending on whether they
shared a common dwelling place with their parents.

In terms of age, women who lived with parents (28.8 years old) were
younger than those who did not live with parents (30.5 years old). As
for occupation, the former group was more likely to work in the ’office’
than the latter group and the rate of working as ‘sales service
representatives’ was far lower. With regards to the monthly average
income, the former group earned 1,316,900 won, while the latter group
earned 1,816,100 won, which showed that the latter group earned about
0.5 million won more than the former group. Meanwhile, it has been
found that the mothers of the latter group were slightly higher in

educational level than those of the former group.

Second, this study analyzed the differences among unmarried
employed women in gender role attitudes and lifestyles depending on
whether they shared a common dwelling place with their parents.

There were no significant differences in gender role attitudes, but
there were significant differences in the variables of lifestyles. Regarding
the participation of leisure activities, women who lived with parents were
less active than those who did not live with parents. The former group
did about 2 hours and 27 minutes of housework a week, whereas the
latter group did about 7 hours and 56 minutes of housework a week,
which showed a difference of about 5 hours and 29 minutes. 39.6% of
the income of the former group was spent for living expenses, while

46.7% of the income of the latter group was spent for living expenses.
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Concerning the saving, 37.5% of the income of the former group was
saved due to the fact that their living expenses were relatively small
and economically better, whereas 31.7% of the income of the latter group

was saved.

Third, this study analyzed the variables that affected the attitudes of
unmarried employed women towards marriage.

It has been revealed that their attitudes towards marriage were
positive or the odds of their intention to get married became high when
they lived with their parents, when they were actively participating in
the activities of hobbies and leisure, when their gender role attitudes
were fixed, when they were young and when the educational level of

their fathers was high.
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