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ABSTRACT

A Ethnographic Study on Infant Nurturing Process
Unmarried Nurture Mother’s in Korea
-Based on the Unmarried Nurture Mother’s Residing

in a Group Home-

Youn, Jang-Suk
Dept. of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

The objective of the present study was to Investigate how a
unmarried nurture mother and a infant adapted a group home and the
nurturing condition. These following questions adjacent to the

nurturing condition of unmarried nurture mother were tested.

First, how was the adaptive process of a unmarried nurture mother

and her infant for a group home?
Second, how was the nurturing condition of a group home?

This study was conducted from August 2008 to September 2009 and
by interviewing 7 unmarried nurture mother with a infant younger
than 2 vyears living in a group home. For the study, participants

were interviewed in depth and participant observation was employed.



Data from each interview material and participant observation note,
participant journal, short «clip, recoded data and facility related
information were collected and analyzed. The data from the
participant observation and interview contents were documented and
the collected data was categorized and analyzed. This body of
research provides the adaptive process and nurturing condition based
on the experience of participants. The data collected from
participants was classified as high rank by comparing the cases and

their specific statement of experience.

Based on the data analysis, the conclusion of study can be

summarized as following.

First, a unmarried nurture mother and a infant show certain feature at

each stage of the adaptive process in the study.

At the beginning of entering a group home, a unmarried nurture
mother and a infant had an ambivalent feeling toward the entry.
They had a set of relieving mind since they secure the place to stay
and fear and excitement towards the new environment. After that
stage, unmarried nurture mother and a infant gradually got used to the
place and get friendly with the others and the environment. Also
they started to observe the surroundings. However, at the same
time, the distrust between unmarried nurture mother could be formed
and showed provocative and distrust action pattern. These actions
caused the fear of infant and children and they tended to get wary
of an adult to within limited area. During the end of residence
period at a group home, a unmarried nurture mother avoided all the
relationship and got depressed out of fear and anxious towards the

discharge. It allowed the infant and children forming only limited



mutual relationship with others and cause a trouble.

Second, living in the limited area with another family, the unique
condition of a group home causes the certain characters of nurturing

condition.

The positive features of nurturing in a group home were revealed
from the study. Encourage from the others for raising a infant, and
infant equipments and support from outside enforced the maternal
instinct of a unmarried nurture mother Relief from securing the place

to stay sometimes could become the turning point of new life.

On the contrary, there were certain features that could negatively
affect on. By means of physical environmental composition, the
protective function is very low and since the house is operated as a
moving transitional place, the equipments for infant are not
sufficient and the environment is not proper for a infant and a
child. Also, baby equipments are not properly sanitized, the
recognition about infectious disease is low and food was adult
oriented. On the other hand, it has negative mental side. The
unmarried nurture mother living in a group home is suffering from the
pressure of getting independent and the insecurity of place to
stay. It led to an aggressive and suppressed relationship with the
other unmarried nurture mother and operator in a group home, and the
vicious cycle of no financial support and/or social support from a

family is maintained.
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