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Abstract

A Study on the 'Actionless Action' Painting Using
Water

— Focused on the Researcher’ s Artworks —

Park, HyunlJoo
Department of Oriental Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

In an era of climate crisis, the coexistence of humans and nature is
becoming increasingly important. Deforestation is seen as one of the
causes of the COVID—19 pandemic. Ironically, as the pandemic
reduced human activity outside, studies have reported that air quality
improved. What is clear from these reports is that human activity is
having a profound impact on the environment and nature. This
researcher, who is interested in climate change and the environment,
try to work on the topic of environment and nature. Furthermore, for
the sustainable coexistence of humans and nature, it is necessary to
practice an attitude of life that follows the nature of nature instead of

going against it, and the researcher tries to show this through the



process of my work. This research starts with this problem and
sought to find the solution in Taoist thought.

Lao Tzu, a master of Taoist thought, emphasized that nature should
be as it is, which is called 'Actionless Action(Wu Wei)'. In other
words, in order for nature to exist as it is, it must practice the
Actionless Action. This researcher acknowledges the existence of
nature through the properties of water, which is the main material of
the work, and takes the attitude of expressing it as it is, which is in
line with the atavistic attitude towards nature shown in Lao Tzu's
atavistic thought. This researcher's attitude can be seen in the
following aspects. First, artificial intervention is excluded. Second, the
water used as a material in the work is revealed as a natural
property. Lastly, it recognizes the subjectivity of the work itself.
These characteristics of the Actionless Action can be traced back to
the work of minimalism and mono—ha.

So, what are the materials that can show this attitude? There are
many materials, but the researcher found ‘The Water’ to be the
most suitable. Therefore, the researcher conducts several experiments
with water to discover its properties and uses the discovered
properties to conduct his work. In this paper, the researcher
describes the properties of water that the researcher discovers
through my work, and analyze the contents of my work, focusing on
the researcher’ s solo exhibition. In <Boundaries are Blurred>, the
artist draws attention to the fact that the natural world does not exist

as a concept defined by humans. The work, which was experimented



with water, shows 'naturalness'. <In Intermission>, the researcher
attempts to subvert concepts more directly. Named colors are
smeared with ink to show the spectrum of colors, or clear
photographs are smeared to make them blurry. These works seek to
draw attention to the world between concepts and concepts, a world
that i1s not organized by concepts. In his master's thesis, "The
properties of water(SooJoongJinDam)" the researcher tries to actively
show the properties of water. It can see the properties of water
(flowing downward, smearing on paper, absorbing pigments, etc.) that
the researcher discovers through various experimental works.

In conclusion, the researcher aims to look at the coexistence of
humans and nature from an attitude of the Actionless Action, and to
show this through the Actionless Action expression techniques

revealed in this researcher's work.
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