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ABSTRACT

Pictorial Expression Studies using
the Water and Fire Characteristics

-With a main Focus on the Autor’'s Work-

KIM, Hye li
Dept. of Oriental painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This paper investigates the artist's works of art that have had a
consistent theme of water and fire—sources of all the things in the
world since before the beginning of time—in terms of motivation,
purposes, theoretical background, as well as their substantial and

aesthetic aspects.

In nature, water and fire are observed in various realms ranging from
mythology to religion and science. Even as scientific civilization advances

rapidly, both remain important as essential elements for the humankind.

For artists, water and fire have been used to express a zeitgeist of

particular times, and also as versatile themes both in the east and the
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west as can be seen in oriental paintings of mountains and water, and
western landscape paintings. In contemporary era, they have come to be
used as a language of formative arts, along with expanding scope of
media. Artists directly draw from peculiar properties of water and fire,
or use them for developing a plot of the story. They are based on
historical events, philosophical ideas, as well as the artist’'s personal
experiences. The reason for working with water and fire lies in one of
their properties: creation and extinction. This simple truth is analogous
to people’s life from birth to death, and this worldly destiny makes
people turn to self-reflection, and raises a multitude of questions over

one’s nature and essence.

This is an issue of keen interest, as people are faced with conflicts
and discrepancies that arise from a rapid advancement of scientific
civilization and consequent man-made changes in the environment.
Artistic creation comes from efforts to answer a more fundamental
question on the essence of water and fire. To answer this, we can look
at our own surroundings and the peculiar circumstances of our time. We
carry out given tasks at school, workplace, and at home, and we
gradually become hardened and mechanical amid repeated daily routines
and cycles. We are anguished with mental pain, and yet, we resign
ourselves and follow the order of society to survive the cutthroat
competition, and whether consciously or not, conform to the social order
that we cannot defy. This is the way we live in this era, the way I live

my life. The only way to find and at least partly recover humanity and



enrich ourselves, within this heavy, cyclic fetter is to return to nature
and be with nature. For this reason, the artist chose water and fire, and
developed ideas and work from relevant experiences and observations.

The artist's Master's degree exhibition in 2015, titled ‘Yuyo (fF£)
means ‘to delineate points.” The aim was to highlight properties of the
elements. In Korean letters, 77 and 2t are put on the opposite sides of
O, as if expressing yin and yang, to emphasize the conflicting nature of
water and fire, in addition to evoking an aesthetic pleasure. The works
were divided into sections for water and fire, with a theme borrowed
from the idea of Laozi that nature is a dynamic organism whereby all
things and events are interconnected for endless circulation. Water and
fire were directly used to create art, and their meanings were interpreted

In various ways.

Also, efforts were made to overcome the fixed concepts of water and
fire for a fresh interpretation of their quality. As mentioned earlier, both
water and fire are fundamental elements in a human life, and used as
basic elements in the artist’'s work. However, instead of adopting their
properties as it is, the artist brought about conflicting, sometimes
contradictory changes, to create unique quality. Against this background,

this paper examines the concept and meaning of fire and water, and

describes how the artist uses both elements in his work.
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