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ABSTRACT

A Study on Ceramic Deskware with

the Motif of Munbangsau

— Based on Animal Figures -

Kim Mi Hye
Department of Crafts
Graduate school of

Sungshin University

Our ancestors, known for their refined tastes and elegance, often
showcased their artistic preferences and interests in their frequently used
studies by decorating them with Munbangsau, reflecting their personal
tastes. Munbangsau is not only practical but also exhibits high artistic
merit, serving a dual purpose of cultivating one’s mind and spirit through
their use. However, in today’s era of digitalization and mechanization, the
culture of Munbangsau is gradually disappearing, and the use of ceramics
on desks is decreasing.

Purpose of this study is to propose modern, this study seeks to propose
contemporary and applicable ceramic deskware inspired by the fading
Munbangsau culture. Animal figures, possessing auspicious symbolism and

distinct artistic appeal, are a common feature in Munbangsau. The study



aims to incorporate these animal figures, rich in artistic value, into the
design process, with careful understanding of their symbolic implications
and aesthetic attributes.

In order to achieve this, the study examines the types and content of
stationery based on the Ji, Pil, Muk, Yeon (paper, brush, ink, inkstone) of
Munbangsau, and categorizes the symbolic meanings and artistic
characteristics of animal figures in Munbangsau in concrete terms.

In the process of creating ceramic deskware, we sought new deskware
designs by combining the functional and artistic features of Munbangsau
with the construction of a story by anthropomorphizing animal figures that
mmply symbolic meanings.

Through this process, we hope to not only re-evaluate the cultural and
artistic importance of Munbangsau but also to implement newly derived
expressive techniques in deskware creation. This, we hope, will promote
the dissemination of our traditional study culture and encourage emotional

tranquility among contemporary individuals.
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