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ABSTRACT

A Study on A Maid Leper Tale

Lee, Eun Woo

Dept. of Korea Language Education
The Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women's University

Until modern times, leprosy had been incurable, damaging the
body. Hence, lepers had been equated with alienated and

contemptuous people, regardless o e West. This study was

the first attempt to discuss D sle@borrowing such an
intense symbolism from lepey

To this end, the researc lary Traditional
Literature Collection' and tf 60 tales about
lepers and then, classified thé motives: leprosy,
treatment of leprosy, affiliation bef® and curer and leper's
requital. Thereupon, the researcher examined the historical and
medical literature during Chosun dynasty when leprosy began to be
perceived as an independent disease, and thereby, determined the
social perception of the disease and its effects on leper tales. The
Maid Leper Tale possesses the core structures of leper's tales

evenly just beyond the sexual discrimination, while showing some

Collection



unique theme different from other tales.

In that tale, a poor male character happens to meed a maid leper,
and affiliates himself with her and cures her. The maid recovered
from her disease meets her separated family members and repays
the male character by helping him enhance his social and economic
status only to relieve him of poverty. Such epic paragraphs consists
of three parts: affiliation, treatment and requital. Those paragraphs
are Inter—connected with each other to unfold the story centering
about surmounting of a disaffiliation crisis.

The male character does a good conduct for the maid, and as a
result, the maid is recovered from the disease, and his status rises.

The tale metaphors the important values of Chosun dynasty or

vertical upward rising of status

Anyway, The Maid Leper gh to be handed
down orally, which could b language novel
'Yeosundam Story'. Unlike e focused on
treatment of leprosy, this n@ requital, which
seems to have reflected the co rs' wish for wealth
in the process shifting from tale to novel.

Based on the discussion of the maid leper story, each leper story
was examined in terms of its literary implications and potential for

novel.
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