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ABSTRACT

A Study on Literary Consciousness of
Nam Guek Guan (Fi3@E) (Pseudonym: Mongyei (Z#))

Lim, Seung Hyun
Dept. of Chinese Classics
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

Nam Guek Guan (also known as Mongyei (') in his pseudonym)
lived during the transitional period of the turn of the century between
the 17th and 18th century. At that time, Joseon was in social and
political turmoils, suffering partisan conflicts and aftermaths of war and
thus going through a variety of complicated changes in terms of

literature.

This study examines how Nam Guek Guan's literary consciousness and
explores his literary characteristics. His physical activities were limited
by his illness. Reading literary works on diverse subjects was his
means to fulfill his intellectual curiosity while writing was his means
to communicate to the world and to express his academic pride. His

literary consciousness based upon this was also reflected in his



adaptation of Chinese literature to Korea. Korean literature of the
period were heavily influenced with the active inflow of Chinese
literary works, and Nam Guek Guan was well aware of the trend in
the literary society. Since he studied Chinese literary trends extensively,
he was able to establish his own critical perspectives with open-mind
perspective and flexible thinking. In particular, maintaining a balanced
view between retro-classical (#f,51-5%) and liberalistic(/A% 1K) views,
he even evaluated merits and demerits of both views, not inclined with

a preference.

With such a basis, Nam Guek Guan’s literary characteristics are
reconstructed in the context of criticisms on Korean writers: 1. ki
(5A)-centered criticism, 2. emphasis on the reverence for things old,

and 3. advocacy of post-Zui Zi school’s ideology.

In terms of the Korean literary history, Nam Guek Guan does not
have a big significance mostly because he died young before he could
make any noticeable literary accomplishments. However, his views and
criticisms in his publications rendered an opportunity to look at
Joseon's literary world in the 17th and 18th centuries from a more
balanced point of view. The results of this study are expected to
portray Nam Guek Guan’s literary consciousness neglected so far from

diverse points of view.
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