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ABSTRACT

Comparisons on Self-Directedness and
Concentration of the Children of Montessori

Nursery School and General Nursery School

KIM, Shinabrow

Major in Early Childhood Education
Dept.of Education

Graduate School of Education

SungShin Women'‘s University

(Direction by Professor Kwon,Jeong Yoon )

This study sought to examine if there are differences in the
self-directedness and concentration of children according to the types
of nursery school programs. Namely, the main purpose of this study
1S to compare and analyze the self-directedness and concentration of
children at the nursery schools that conduct general programs and
Montesori program that focuses on the learning activities through
tasks. The purpose of this study is also in providing basic
information for setting the direction of operation of the curriculum that
improves and helps in the self-directedness and concentration of

children.
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The following study issues were set in this study.

First, what kind of differences exist in the self-directedness of
children according to program types?
Second, what kind of differences exist in the concentration of

children according to program types?

The objects of this study were 98 children who are 5 years old and
attending one of the 5 nursery schools that are conducting Montesori
program located in G City and 88 children who are 5 years old and
attending one of the 5 nursery schools that are conducting general
program located in G City in the total of 181 children.

As for the test to measure the self-directedness of children, the
measurement tool for children’s self-directedness developed by Sook
Hyun Oh (2004) was used, and the test tool for concentration
developed by So Young Gwak (1998) was used to measure the
concentration of children.

As for the method of data analysis, t-test was used to examine the
differences in the self-directedness and concentration between the
children attending Montessori program and general program.

The followings are the results of this study.

First, meaningful differences were revealed according to the type of
program of nursery school in the self-directedness of children.
Namely, it was revealed that the scores for the self-directedness of

the children attending the nursery schools that conduct Montessori
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program were higher than that of the children attending general
nursery schools. Also, it was revealed that the self-directedenss of
children who received Montessori children’s education program was
high also in the sub-factors of self-directedness of emotional ability,
communication ability and motivation for accomplishment. This
indicates that Montessori children’s education program has a positive
effect on the self-directedness of children.

Second, it was revealed that there were meaningful differences in
the concentration of children according to the type of program of
nursery school. Namely, the scores for concentration of the children
attending Montessori nursery school revealed to be higher than that of
the children attending general nursery school. This indicates that
Montessori children’s education program has a positive effect on the

concentration of children.
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