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ABSTRACT

Research on Classification of €Haezwjeondo>,

One of the General Maps of Korea Made by Wooden Plates

Yang, Yun Jung
Department of Geography
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

A map can be defined as a downscaled descriptive picture of a
geographical space, and this short definition includes many meanings. In
other words, maps not only have close relationships with people but also
have various purposes according to distinctive features. Also maps can be
said to reflect a specific period of time. In this sense, old maps can also
be considered to reflect the people’s topographical knowledge and lives at

any particular time.

In considering how maps can be used to represent how and where people
live, it is fair to say that the history of cartography began from a picture
or a vestige of ancient people’s lives. However, for the most part, only

records of old maps exist today. And any remaimning old maps, that we



currently have, mostly from the Joseon Period. Thanks to the development
of xylographic printing, mass production of maps became possible. This is

significantly meaningful because it popularized the use of the map.

Xylographic map printing began in the seventeenthh century when atlases
such as <Dongramdo> was popular, and it developed into Kim Jeongho's
< Daedongyeojido>», which 1s the concrete example of the xylographic map
printing. However, there have not been many studies on the xylographic
maps which made maps available to the general people. This thesis
focuses on €Haezwjeondo>, which 1s d single-sheet woodblock print map.
First, the overall format and geographical features of <Haezwjeondo> are
inspected. Second, this thesis looks at the different types of woodblock
print map of <Haezwjeondo>, and classifies and compares < Haezwjeondo

> left in Korea.

As a result, the one meter length of wooden plates of <Haezwjeondo>
are thought to be made between 1857 and 1859. The overall style is
similar to Jeong Sanggi-style maps. It includes more nformation than
other maps that are simular m size. In €<Haezwjeondo>, there 1s not only
detailed geographical information such as mountains, rivers and islands, but
also social information which includes the capital and administrative
systems, stations for traffic, temples and military information. These pieces
of information are symbolized so that they are easily recognizable. One of

the outstanding features of <Haezwjeondo>» is explanatory notes(ifzd)



contained other spaces of the map. explanatory notes contains such
information about the historical administrative districts, historical data of
Uleongdo, Daemado and Jejudo island, as well as famous mountains and

beautiful places including ‘Gwandongpalgyeong’.

Comparing fifteen woodboock print maps of <Haezwjeondo> led to a
finding that they are divided into completely different three types even
when the size, type and content of them are similar. This result came
from a comparison of certain features found on the maps. Firstly, there
was a difference 1n features on the plates such as location and area
division and incorrect letters and letter shapes. Secondly, features on the
map such as rivers and mountains, additional information, and an addition
or deletion of islands were inconsistent among the different types of maps.
And while comparing features of the maps, it was found that a mistake
was made on one type among the three with an engraving of the letter, '
K&’ instead of '"A¥H’ in the section of explanatory notes. And these
plates were the ones made first among the other threes. Also other
differences were found on Woodblock print maps, for example, adding or
deleting 1slands. It 1s believed that these changes were possible since the

wooden plates were easy to engrave. Therefore it seems like those kinds

of changes were made when it seemed necessary.

There 1s an important reason for the fact that there are several plates for

a one-meter woodblock print map. woodblock print maps could be



mass—produced because they had a number of plates, which became a big
advantage for xylographic maps. This advantage i1s especially worthwhile
for <Hazwjeondo?> since it contained not only a lot of geographic
information but also past and current information about a particular place,
as well as sites of scenic beauty around the country. Because <
Hazwjeondo>» were small enough to carry around, and it was possible to
mass—produce them with a large amount of detailed information, they
seemed to be used widely during the nineteenth century. It shows
intentional importance concerning the production and the significance of <

Hazwjeondo> being both accurate and popular.
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