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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study of
Mozart 's Clarinet Quintet(K.581) and Piano Arrangement

- Focused on the First Movement -

Kim, Yejee
Department of Collaborative Piano
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart(1756-1791) as a lead composers of the classical
period, gave birth to music of many genres. Because he was partial to clarinets,
the role of this instrument was unique and unequaled amongst his music of
various genres. Mozart's interest in clarinets grew after he met a clarinetist
named Anton Paul Stadler(1753-1812). He even composed the clarinet quintet
(K.581) for him. Also called ‘Stadler Quintet, this piece is one of the music that
are being loved by many up until this day for its glamour and beauty.

Famous chamber music or concertos for certain instruments are at times
arranged for the piano and then also published. This clarinet quintet was also
arranged for a duo version of Clarinet and Piano. This paper focuses on the
quintet originally published by Dover Publications, and compares the two
arranged versions of the music one by Christopher Hogwood(1941-2014), and
another by Gleichauf Franz Xaver(1801-1856), published in the same order by
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Bérenreiter and Johann André. Following i1s a comparative analysis of the
intention behind each arrangements and how they feature and display various
musical elements of the original piece.

Before the analysis and comparison, an explanation will be given on the
musical backgrounds and features of Mozart’s clarinet quintet and K.581.
Followed by a categorical and a comprehensive analysis on the composition and
the musical factors of the first movement of the quintet. This comprehensive
analysis will examine and look into various musical elements by dividing them
up into sixX categories: phrasing, piano technique, tone effect, articulation, interval,
and simple omission.

In conclusion, in Hogwood's arrangement of the quintet, there were more
changes in six musical elements than that of Gleichauf. Various modifications
were made on many parts of the arrangement that made it easier for pianists to
perform the piece, but it also made the arrangement that much more
disassociated from the original piece. On the contrary, Gleichauf imitated much of
the musical elements of the original piece that made it seem like the original
piece was simply transferred into the arrangement. However, this made it more
difficult for pianists to perform the piece for lesser modifications were made and
because the accompanist had to play tones, for many parts, that did not flow in
harmony with the piano.

Thus, even with the same piece of music, the arrangements may appear very
differently and the merits and demerits of the new pieces varies greatly depending
on the arranger. This study aims to contribute to enhance a performance of an
accompanist, when performing various versions of arrangements in comparison
with the original piece, so that he or she may to be able to deliver the arranged

piece as close as possible to the original music.
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