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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Maurice Ravel’s piano Sonatine f# Minor

Park, Jung-hae

Department of Music

(Major in Instrumental Music)
The Graduate school of

Sungshin Women’s University

The term sonatina refers to a 'short sonata’ as a definition. We
generally use the word 'Sonatine’ which are the plural form of
'sonatina’ in Italian.

In the history of western music, sonatine appeared at the 17th
century. In the 17th century and the early 18th century 'sonatine’ was
often used as an instrumental introduction piece, for example, the first
movement of a suite or a multi-movement choral work. And in the
late Classical era sonatina flourished, mainly as a piece for piano solo
or sometimes with a violin accompaniment. We can find a lot of
examples among Classical composers’ works. These are Mozart's
k.545, Beethoven's op. 79, and D.384, 385, 408 of Schubert. A lot of
sonatine were composed by Clementi, and Dussek, Diabelli as well.

In the 19th century, sonatina form was virtually forgotten. But in

the 20th century, outstanding composers such as Ravel, Busoni,



Bartok revived sonatina form disappeared in Romantic era.

Maurice Ravel is a representative composer of Impressionism music
in France along with Claude Debussy, the originator of Impressionism
in music.

M. Ravel's works 'Sonatine’ played a role for opening Neo-Classical
music which has ambivalence of Classical and Impressionistic music.
The form of the work is based on Classical model, and each
movement features modes, diatonic elements along with chromaticism,
and a circular theme.

This study first discusses Ravel and Debussy’'s works, then studies
Ravel's piano works and analyzes 'Sonatine’ of Ravel. The purpose of
this study is to understand the characteristics of Ravel’s music and to

get these right to play his work in correct way.
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