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Abstract

A Study on the Method
of Modernist Poetry Education

-Focus on Kim, Kwang Kyun and Jung, Ji Yong-

Oh, Bom
Major in Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of poetry education is to help learners comprehend human
beings and the world and realize the meaning of life by raising
imagination and sensibility, which form the basis of creativity. However,
because the current poetry education is preoccupied with one-way
delivery of knowledge, there have been some difficulties for learners to
appreciate and comprehend a work through a dynamic interaction
between the poet, the lecturer and the learners themselves.

Current poetry education treats the modernist poetry of the 1930s as
one of many poetic styles of the history of literature and highlights only
superficial knowledge of it. The modernist poetry, rejecting the literary
style of the previous era and attempting to construct modern literature,
had a resolute view about the form and the consciousness of literature.
Perceiving the change in literary form as a social change, modernist
poets discarded the former mode of sentimental and romantic expression
to explore new modes such as intellectualist expression or civilized and
urban expression of natural senses. Furthermore, modernist poetry led to
the conflict between daily and inner consciousness, the uniqueness of

expression, and the enthusiastic seeking for the modernity of Korean



literature.

Poetry education should be able to convey these characteristics of
modernist poetry to learners through various contexts. Therefore, this
thesis aims to seek a plan to help learners raise their poetic sensibility,
comprehend human beings and the world, and explore life’s overall
aspects through modernist poetry.

Current high school textbooks of Korean Language and Literature,
based on the Seventh National Educational Curriculum, provide only a
concise Introduction to modernist poetry. Similarly, when introducing
individual poets, the textbooks focus only on the mode of poetic
expression, which is relatively simple knowledge, rather than on overall
comprehension of each work. Taking notice of this problem, this thesis
examines the Korean Language Educational Curriculum revised in 2007.
The revised curriculum emphasize context-centered literature education
and realize the principle of integration and negotiation of knowledge and
function. It also aims to encourage learners to actively participate in
each lecture so that they can raise their imagination, sensibility and the
ability to appreciate a literary work, which will naturally lead to
sophisticated communication with other people and the world.

In order to plan a poetry education closely connected to learners’ life,
this thesis sets the direction for the education of modernist poetry and
discuses its educational effect. First of all, this thesis examines how the
poetical embodiments of the poetry of Jeong Ji-Yong and Kim
Kwang-gyun, two major modernist poets whose works are included in
textbooks, inclusively grasp the elements constituting the world with
picturesque and synesthetic images, capture the vivid impression of the
object, and arouse stability in the works. With the works of Jeong and
Kim, learners can experience the expansion of their perception through
the poets’ ability to impose order to the chaotic world. Moreover, these

works, restructuring the object by securing the aesthetic distance with it,



help learners gain an objective attitude and cultivate mature inner
consciousness.

Finally, summarizing the discussion, and to adopt the direction and
effect of the modernist poetry education in practice, a model of a
learner—centered education will be provided. Based on this model, a
specific lecture plan to increase the effectiveness of modernist poetry

education using the poetry of Jeong and Kim will also be provided.

Key words : Poetry education, Learner—centered education, Modernism,
Kim Kwang-gyun, Jeong Ji—-Yong, Poetical embodiment,
Picturesque 1mages, Synesthesia, Aesthetic Distance,

Intellectualism.
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