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ABSTRACT

Changing process of teacher’s role performances of over

time daycare class who participated through mentoring

Bae, Min-Jong
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women'’s University

The purpose of this study is to examining the teacher’s difficulties of
over time daycare class and changing process of role performances

participating through mentoring.
The research questions specified to achieve the objectives are as follows:

1. What are the teacher’s difficulties of over time daycare class?
2. What are the changes in teachers’ role performance of over time

daycare class through the process of mentoring?

This study conducted 21 sessions of participant observation and 43
sessions of personal interview and group teachers working at Dalbit

daycare center from April 20 to September 15, 2015.



Data were collected through participant observation, interview and
analysis of related information. Transcribed records of interviews, field
notes and other gathered data were sorted and categorized into significant
themes.

The study results are as follows:

The teachers in a over-time daycare class were found to face difficulties
in the areas of identity, expertise and belongingness. Identity-related
difficulties were role ambiguity arising from childcare environments for
infants and children of different age ranges and identity confusion
following simultaneous performance of roles. Expertise-related difficulties
were emptiness due to no implementation of planned curriculum, limited
space organization, activity materials, or posts due to no allocation of
dedicated classroom, and passive childcare programs due to the risk of
safety accidents in infants and children of different ages.
Belongingness-related difficulties were limited opportunities to encounter
co-workers due to different working hours, and their status perceived as
‘substitute teachers’ instead of co-workers due to absence of work

sharing or communication.

For these reasons, the author of this study performed a mentoring
program regarding challenges over-time daycare teachers face through
sharing and coaching approaches based on previous experience as a
teacher and operator.

Through mentoring, teachers showed positive changes in role
performance by finding their role identity and expertise, restoring a sense

of belonging through recognition and communication, building positive
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relationships with parents and others. With respect to role identity,
teachers realized a sense of duty and a sense of pride for their roles. In
regard to expertise, they participated in training programs to accumulate
expertise and strived to secure a dedicated space, and utilized a newly
published manual for over-time daycare program. Regarding a sense of
belonging, a range of efforts were undertaken by actively participating in
leisure activities at faculty meeting, and involving in role recognition and
communication. Moreover, interest and empathy were drawn from
co-workers by posting children’ s accomplishments of class activities on a

shared bulletin board.

The importance and difficulties of over-time daycare teachers’ roles
were informed to parents who recognized those teachers as substitute
teachers through personal interview and education. These changes in
parents’ attitude have a positive impact on operating over-time daycare

classes.
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