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ABSTRACT

An Analytical Study on Mendelssohn’s
Sonata for Piano and Cello in Bb, Op.45

Da-Jeong Won
Department of Collavorative Piano
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

Among the Romantic composers, Felix Mendelssohn Bartoldy, who left
the most works with a steady interest in chamber music, composed cello
sonatas in 1838 and 1843. The two cello sonatas, both composed in maturity
and maturity, both reveal Mendelssohn's musical depth well. In this paper,
Cello Sonata No.I1, Op.45, which has yet to be studied in Korea, was
analyzed and studied intensively.

Mendelssohn's Cello Sonata No.I is a work of cheerful and colorful bright
energy. This piece is composed of three movements: the first movement is
in the form of a sonata and the second and third movement is in the form
of three parts. The first movement features a bright and enterprising melody
from the B major. In the second topic, it appears in D minor, which is not
in the tautology but below 3 degrees, which is placed in a composition

relationship that deviates from the traditional Sonata format, revealing
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romantic freedom. The second movement belongs to the slow movement of
the sonata form in the three-part form, but it is characterized by an elegant
yet playful feeling by using a double-jump rhythm and staccato, and each
part has a form in which the number of joints expand greatly in the second
half. Chapter 3 shows the organic relationship with the first movement. The
rhythmic elements of the motifa and b of the first movement appeared in
the theme melody of the third movement, and the composition and design of
the second theme of the first movement are similar in part B of the third
movement [B].

Mendelssohn's Cello Sonata No.l has both classical and romantic
characteristics. The traditional form of the classical period and the use of
the stretto make the anti-collateralized structure appear solid, and the use
of the free composition relationship of the subject, frequent semi-note scale,
non-flammable sound, and the combination of long and short key are
characteristic of the Romantic era.

Based on this work, the masterpiece Cello Sonata No.Z was born in 1843
with an expanded scale and high level of technical features. In conclusion,
Mendelssohn's Cello Sonata No.l was a new attempt in his later years using
the cello as a solo instrument after Beethoven, but it is highly mature as it
was composed in its mature years, and has value and importance as

Mendelssohn's first cello sonata.
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