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ABSTRACT

Design of Effective Multi—cultural Music Class through

Contextual Consideration

- Focused on Asian Folk Songs in 2007-Revised Textbooks for First
Graders in Middle School -

Interest and discussion of multi-culture education are on the
increase due to rapid—-changing Korean society, and importance of
music education as a method of multi—culture education 1s being
enhanced. In this context, the purpose of this study is to present
an educational method with which characteristics of each country
can be clearly understood and expressed by systematically
handling contextual factors related to music as a method of
effective multi—cultural music education.

The author in this study identified multi—culture education
contextual education to indicate that musical expression activities
in music education should be conducted by understanding
historical and cultural contexts of music rather than superficial
music learning activities on music. Then, as a result of analysis
of Asian folk songs in the 16 textbooks for the first—-graders of
middle school revised in 2007, Chinese folk songs were most,
followed by Japanese, Israeli, Indonesian, and Vietnamese. The

most foreigners living in Korea were Chinese, followed by



Vietnamese and Japanese.

Based on the literature review and analysis, the author designed
a model for multi—cultural music class through contextual
consideration based on the components of background,
middleground, and foreground, and developed a teaching &
learning process by applying the model to Chinese, Japanese, and
Vietnamese folk songs. The purpose of the process was to
explore background and middleground before musical activities to
understand culture of each country such as geographical,
religious, and musical characteristics and life culture and to
identify content of folk songs and musical characteristics such as
scale and rhythm as foreground.

Such multi-cultural music class considering the contextual factors
may enable students to perceive that music of each country has
contexts of various factors including Ilifestyle and cultural &
historical backgrounds and to wunderstand the music clearly,
efficiently, and attractively, through the contextual factors rather
than simple musical activities. Also, such class may help students
see various cultures around music with sense of balance and

develop attitude of respecting diversity of objects.
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