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ABSTRACRT

A Study on the Improvement of Environmental Education

in the Age of Five-Year-Old Haneul class.

Kim Ji Hyun
Early Childhood Education Major
Granduate School of Education of

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this research is to seek for means to improve the
environmental education of five-year-olds’ Haneul «class and to
investigate the change in infants and teachers while doing so. Research

questions that execute such purpose are the following.

1. What are the procedures for improving the environmental education of
five-year—olds’ Haneul class?
2. What are the changes in infants and teachers while improving the

environmental education of five-year-olds’ Haneul class?

This research has chosen 36 infants from five-year-olds’ Haneul class

in preschool H located in the city, S. To investigate the problems of the

- 123 -



environmental education and to look for solutions seen in this group until
March 2nd, 2022, research was conducted through the cyclical process of
planning, execution, evaluation, and re-evaluation. Data was collected
through wvarious means, including observation, casual interviews with
infants and parents, pictures and results of infants’ activities, discussion
records amongst fellow teachers, and researchers’ reflective journals.
Results of the research questions are the following: First, the
procedures for improving the environmental education of five-year-olds’
Haneul class are as such. Analyzing the educational environment of the
group pointed out a problem in the teachers’ one-time, fragmentary
educational method that aimed at correcting infants’ behaviors which
ultimately led to infants; lack of sensitivity. In order to improve this,
infants were provided with play-based experiences that took into
consideration their interests and demands, which also assisted in their
environment-friendly attitudes. First, infants were exposed to playful
activities with nature-related features to induce interest in the
environment in the first round. By restructuring the educational
procedures and environment focused on infant’s interest in nature, infants
were introduced with consistent and active education. In the second
round, they were able to enjoy various play—base activities, such as
those including woodwork, paperboxes, and flower shops. They started
appreciating the environment from receiving environmental education
through different media. They were also exposed to experiences in which
they could practice environment-friendly attitudes themselves in

classroom settings. In the third round, infants were introduced to
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environmental campaigns within their communities and recycling with
their families. They practiced preserving the environment with not only
their classmates but also their families and communities.

Also, they were acquainted with learning about renewable energy and
discovering environmental resources needed for the future. Second, the
changes in infants and teachers while improving the environmental
education of five-year-olds’ Haneul class are as such: As infants’
perception of the environment increased, they started forming
environmental sensitivity and learned that they should appreciate the
environment and preserve it. They also developed environmentally -
friendly attitudes by coming up with and executing actual solutions to
protect the environment in everyday life. As for the teachers, they had
not only improved in expertise and teaching efficiency in environmental
education and through repeated environmental education and literature
research but also developed individually by cooperating with fellow
teachers.

This research suggests the importance of proper play-based infant
environmental education that reflects infants’ interests and demands and
experiences that allow environment—friendly attitudes. It 1s especially
significant that there has been meaningful change in infants and teachers
through these environmental education. Moreover, this research provides
specific data necessary to execute infant environmental education by
teachers and is and is worthy of attention by re-emphasizing the

importance and direction of environmental education.
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