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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Research on Puppetry Play

for four—-year—old Children

Kim, Su Jin
Department of Early Chlidhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

This study was achieved on purpose to study the process of
puppetry play that happens in the Kkindergarten classroom under
natural situation by the method of study Qualitative Research.

For this object, it was established following research topics.

1. What is the play special quality of young children showed in
the process of puppetry play?
2. What are essential factors for organization and continuance of

puppetry play?

Taking young 28 children (15 boys, 13 girls) who play the
puppetry in language area among 4-year—olds Azalea class of S
kindergarten as a research, it was observed puppetry play In process

of free-choice play in preschool during 6 weeks from September, 24,



2002. to November, 1, 2002. Contents observed was written in the
note. Children’s dialogue was recorded. Children’s activity was also
recorded by video-camera with 1 assistant. And we had unformed
meeting with young children and teacher.

Qualitative research was done with transcription of collected the
visual and auditory information, the record of field, teacher and young
children’s interview, documents collected, and photo.

Result of this study is as follows.

1. What i1s the play special quality of young children showed in

the process of puppetry play?

First, the subject of puppetry play is young children’s usual life
experience, educational experience teacher intended, the expression of
negative emotion.

Second, puppetry play has theatrical special quality that actor,
audience, an extemporary scenario, a producer, and the stage exist.

Third, while young children control the puppet in puppetry play,
they could inspire the puppet with life through their voice.

Fourth, young children have a difference with the corporality of
make-believe depending on the kind of puppet during the puppetry
play. In the case of hand puppet, the most increased young children’s
the corporality of make-believe, in other case of finger puppet the
least increased it.

Fifth, young children used meta-communication in puppetry play to
inform beginning and ending, to decide and re-decide the roles, to

decide typical pretended action and correct the roles, to establish



imaginary contexts and solidity, establish and modify the object of

make-believe and to resolve the conflicts.

2. What are essential factors for organization and continuance of

puppetry play?

First, puppet of structure, kinds, and control method affect the
organization and continuance of puppetry play.

Second, in puppetry play, young children’s participation, resolution of
conflicts, support step by step affect the organization and continuance
of puppetry play.

Third, teacher’'s intervention such as providing the experience of the
play, encouragement, support, participation in the capacity of the play

affects the organization and continuance of puppetry play.
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