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ABSTRACT

Cultural descriptive study on an infant class

leader who is less than 4 year-old

Nam, Jung-Sun

Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women'’s University

This study was intended to examine the characteristics of a child
leader who led a play in a free play situation occurred among 4 year
old children and how the child leader interacted with children. Also, by
understanding the play situation and the characteristics & role of child
leader leading the play through this study, this study was intended to
provide the basic material to support the interaction with children aged

4 to a teacher who taught 4 year old children.

In this study, the problem of the study is followed.

1. What are the characteristics of 4 year-old leaders shown in the

interaction with their peers?



For the study, the class of 4 year old children at A’ Kkindergarten
located in Seoul was selected. The object of the study was 3 child
leaders selected through the child leader selection process. Through
study was conducted through total 23 participatory observations and 5
teacher interviews from October 15, 2007 to December 13, 2007. Through
the participatory observation, in—depth interview, brief sketch of the field
and recording, data were collected, and then a transcript was made
based on the brief sketch of the field and recorded contents. Collected
data were encoded, categorized and analyzed as specified by Bogdan and

Biklen(1992).

The results of the study are described as follows.

In this study, the types of the leader are the cooperative and guiding
leader, the commanding and directive leader, and the protective and ring
leader. Their characteristics were different respectively.

First, Han, Eun-ho was the cooperative and guiding leader. He
suggests a new play method or rule to lead the play efficiently in the
play situation and leads the play with his creative power in order for
children to enjoy the play by various methods even in one play. Also,
he led one part with the responsibility during the play and led the play
through respecting them without hurting their hearts. As the play
characteristics of Han Eunho, there were ’'Suggesting the play method
and rule’ to induce children to the play and lead the play by using the

suggesting method during the play in the free choice activity, 'Playing



together by leadership’ to lead the play efficiently by respecting and
accepting other children’s opinions with the responsibility for the
situation occurred in the play area, and 'Showing flexibility using the
ability of identifying the situation’ to activate the play by recognizing
the faced situation and identifying the play flow and atmosphere.

Second, Hwang, Su-ho was the commanding and directive leader. He
frequently commanded children or used a tough behavior when he
played with other children during the free choice activity. Such his
behavior seemed to give aversion to other children, but the result was
unexpected. Compared with other children, he had more knowledge and
had various information as the topic. Accordingly, children who had
good feeling on Hwang Suho formed the play centering on him, and
accepted his tough behavior and oppressive way of talking. As the play
characteristics of Hwang Suho, there were 'Using the oppressive
language’ to use the power of instruction, command and shouting or the
threatening way of talking, 'Winning the game always’' to consider that
he had a higher position than other children because he wanted to win
the game during the game or a joint play, and 'Stimulating children’s
interest with knowledge’ to apply his knowledge to the play because he
had more knowledge than other children.

Third, Chae, So—eun was the protective and ring leader. She used a
soft tone’s way of talking and showed her warm smile when she played
or talked during the free choice activity. Such her warm smile seemed
to have a comfortable and positive feeling in the relationship with other

children. She carefully observed other children and helped when any one



of children needed the help. Also, she enjoyed talking with children.
Such the behavior seemed to be considered as one method for leading
the successful play with interests in others. Through her behaviors, it
was indicated that she showed her leadership caring other children.

As the play characteristics of Chae Soeun, there were ’Solving a
complication calmly’ to lead the play smoothly when the complication
occurred during the play, 'Acting and talking like the teacher’ to teach
children like the teacher because she had the excellent language ability
and was familiar to the kindergarten’s life, and ’'Taking the role of
mom always’ to lead the play with the highest position and to play the

role of mom affecting other children during the role play.
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