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ABSTRACT

Requests and Reactions Appearing in the Interaction
between Peer Group of Two-and-a-half-year-old

Children

Kim, So-Hee
Dept. of Early Childhood Education

The graduate school of Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study is to find out how the requests and
reactions appearing n the interaction between peers of
2-and—a-half-year—old children are made. For this, free-play time of a
nursery school are observed and recorded to analyze the contents and
methods the of needs between peers and responses to the needs. And
such information is provided here.

Research questions of this study are as follows:

1. How is the content of the request appearing in the interaction
between 2-and-a-half-year-old children’s peer group?
2. How 1s the method of the request appearing in the interaction
between 2-and-a-half-year-old children’s peer group?

3. How is the reaction of children on the request from peer group?



This research studied 14 children from 2Z2-and-a-half-year—old class of
MINDULLE Nursery School located inside the apartment complex in U
city in Gyeonggi-do. It took place from 11 April to 1 July to 4 times a
week, approximately over 12 weeks. And total time for participant
observation is 48 hours. Data from participant observations, field notes,
video recording, the document was collected. For data analysis, field
record notes, the whole video copies, and various document data was

reviewed, classified, and categorized.

The following is the description of result according to the subject of
this study.

First, the content of the request appearing in the interaction between
2-and—a-half-year-old children’s peers are the cast requests, that need
to children for role-playing with peers, ownership of toys(area) requests,
and emotional requests. 2—-and-a-half-year-old children tended to request
the cast for play to peers directly or indirectly and sometimes specific
role was requested to one child by many children. In addition, due to the
general characteristics of infancy and the characteristics of the children
in the target class(Sarang class), children showed the request to own the
toys(area) most frequently. This caused aggressive behaviors or conflicts.
However, no matter how premature is the children in cognitive / social /
peer relationship, they were possible to share feelings that their peers
have required. And they even sensed the each other’'s state of health,
changes of mood, and the feeling of missing their mom, and exchanged

the emotional comfort.



Second, the method of the request appearing in the interaction between
2—-and—a-half-year—old children’s peers are, applying to the request with
wits, using a variety of speaking tones, mimicking the request of
teachers and peers. The children used the all methods to deliver their
requests for the second time to their peers - such as the method of
using wits, using different speaking tones like accents, honorific words
and discipline preach, and mimicking the request of teachers and peers
as it was which leads to positive reactions from peers in many cases.

Third, the reaction of 2-and-a-half-year-old children on request
appearing in the interaction between peers are, showing gestures and
facial expressions of joy, refusal, giving excuses, playing possum, and
unconditional acceptance of requests from favored peers. Like this,
children aged 2 and a half years were also able to sense the needs of
peers and to express a variety of reactions in their own ways.

When the child accepted the peers’ request positively, they could
continued the good situation in playing and it became the factor that
facilitates intimacy between them. When the child refused the peers’
request, it became the factor that causes aggressive behavior or
conflicts. However, the refusal also gave the opportunity for the
child(whom got refused) to rearrange their request or to develop
different ways of requesting.

If they did not want to accept the request of their peer, or they want
to lead their play, the children played possum and ignored the request of
their peer. This is their own way of rejection to the request of their

peers. They acted as if they had not heard the request of their peers at



all, or they were moved to another area.

Children gave a excuse on the peer’'s request depending on who was
the peer or because of the revengeful thought for the past experience.
The excuse was the children’s immediate response to the peer’s requests
but it was also the way to handle something wrong. When the child
refused the request of the peer, behaviors such as interrupting or were
taking away the toys were observed. If the teacher witnessed such
situation and asked the reason of the wrong behaviors by then, they
gave excuse of the behaviors or blamed for the wrongdoing to the other
child.

If the favorite peer requested, the children accepted the request of the

peer unconditionally regardless what/how it is requested.
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