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Teachers’ Roles and Difficulties in instructing
2-year-old Children’s Basic Life Habits
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Dept. of Early Childhood. Education
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Sungshin Women’s University

This study was aimed at finding out teachers’ roles in instruction on
2-vear—-old children’s basic life habits and difficulties they had during the

instruction. The research problems are as the followings.

First, what are the teachers’ roles in instruction on 2-year-old children’s
basic life habits?
Second, what are the difficulties which teachers face in instruction on

2-year—old children’s basic life habits?

The study was aimed at finding out the role of teachers in instruction
on 2-year-old children’s basic life habits and difficulties they had during
the instruction. The study included in—depth interviews with 11 teachers in
charge of 2-year-old children in daycare centers in Seoul and Gyeonggi—do
and participant observation on daily life of 2-year—old class in a workplace
daycare center in Yeoui—do. The individual consultation was conducted
from November 19, 2015 to February 19, 2016. Each subject had three
sessions of interviews in total and the participant observation took place
twice a month, from 8:30 in the morning till 6:30 in the evening focusing
on their daily routine. The study was processed by studying teachers’
instruction on 2-year-old children’s habit including dictation, notes, open
coding, in—depth coding, and finding the topic. Data collection consisted of

in—depth interviews, open questionnaires, and participant observation. The
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collected data was immediately dictated in order to maintain the situational
context. Note-taking categorized the concepts and went through open
coding and in-depth coding, and the data was analyzed by conceptualizing

key contents of each topic.

The result of this study depending on the research problems are as the
followings.
First, the analysis on teachers’ role in instruction on 2-year-old
children’s basic life habits showed that the teachers were mainly
demonstrators who taught children with direct demonstration. Regardless
of time, space and activities in daily routine, the teachers were
individually teaching the children about basic life habits. Especially when
children could not do the acting related to basic life habits, the teachers
took the role of their substitutes for educating basic life habits. In
different situations including lunch, clothes changing, toilet training, toy
arrangement, and etc., the teachers became a director for educating the
children’s basic life habits. Lastly, the teachers used compliment and
encouragement to encourage the children’s positive behaviors in
instruction on their basic life habits. The teachers immediately
complimented and encouraged the children once they tried or did
behaviors of basic life habits to reinforce desirable habits.

Second, the analysis on difficulties the teachers face in instruction on
2-yvear-old children’s bhasic life habits showed that they had difficulties
caused by different instructional methods to their co-workers. The

teachers lost confidence due to the same instruction methods among the
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highly experienced teachers and new teachers. To maintain amicable
relationship, they did not expressed their opinions about their co-workers’
instructional method. Moreover, the teachers had difficulties due to the
parents indifferent to the education of basic life habits . In short, due to
the busy work life, the parents would become very permissive during the
time with their children and we could find out the reason that they did not
consider the education of basic life habits important. Lastly, the teachers
experienced the children’s resistance and refusals expressed by their crying,
shouting and striking during the education of basic life habits. The
teachers had difficulties with emotional control once they were not able to

accept the children’s resistance and refusals.
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