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ABSTRACT

An Ethnographic Study on Communication
of Infants with Teachers and Peers

in a Class of One-Year-0Olds

Hwang, In—-Ae
Dept. of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women’'s University

The purpose of this study is an in-depth understanding of the aspects
of communication between the infants and the teachers as well as
between infants with others at the same age group through various
circumstantial contexts in a class of one-year-olds. For it, the following

problems of the study were established.

First, what are the aspects of communication between the infants and
the others at the same age group in a class of one-year-olds?
Second, what are the aspects of communication between the infants

and their teachers in a class of one-year-olds?

In order to understand the aspects of communication in the subjects’

perspective, this study has used the Ethnographic Study. From February



2008 to February 2009, the communication processes of 10 infants and 3
teachers at the class of one-year-olds in the Het-sal child-care center
have been absorbed by participation and interviews were conducted
against the teachers. During the research period, documents including
total 78 observation data, total 8 interviews data, recordings, video
recordings, infant’s cumulative records, education plan, notifications to
parents, dialogue memos, and daily reports were collected. For the
analysis of such data, the related documents were classified and
organized to be categorized. The major results of this research are as

below:

First, the infants expressed the interests in peers in variety of
methods according to the ability to communicate. Those with low
communication capability expressed their interest in indirect and passive
methods while the infants at the age where it is possible for them to
communicate expressed interest in counterparties more actively in direct
ways. As the infants’ age becomes older by months, they began using
verbal communication. Through this, they were able to convey their
intentions more clearly. The infants proposed to play with one another to
play together. The proposal to play by the infants was shown through
handing their own toys or body expressions on functions of the toys.
Also, when infants wanted to participate in the play, they had soft facial
expressions or had persuasive sounds. Depending upon the differences in
the communication methods, the infants had various aspects in
communicating with the peer group. They imitated one another and

virtualized the real situations to create new roles in a play. However,



there are many problems in communication process of toddlers with one
another. Such problems often are generated by the inability to control
own impulses and poor expressions. The infants tried to solve such
problems on their own by sharing emotions, using social skills, and

conveying direct intentions.

Second, the communication between the infants and their teachers
were actively generated in various communication methods where
intentions of requests and acceptance were exchanged. The dependent
development of the infants was presented as a request for play and
attention. To such demands, teachers read infants’ emotions and played
together to extend the toddlers’ plays. The infants at this age show an
independent and liberal development to notify one’s own being. The
teachers reacted to let them acknowledge themselves as principal agents
of communication. The teachers try a social adaptation. And for those
who ask for help, the teachers transfer social techniques and try to be
integrated as one social entity. The poor verbal communication as well
as body languages and sounds at this stage of toddlers needed a special
role on teachers’ side. The teachers experienced conflicts in executing

such a role.
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