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ABSTRACT

Lin Fengmian (AEAK, 1900 - 1991)'s
Artistic Activities and Thought

- Focusing on the period before the

Second Sino-Japanese War -

Li, Xiaozhu
Department of Art History
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

Lin Fengmian was a key figure in driving the transformation of
Chinese art in the 20th century. He advocated for the Pure Ontology of
Art, emphasizing that art should transcend utilitarian purposes and
express human life through pure emotion. Influenced by FEuropean
modernist thought in his early years, Lin explored the function of art
and asserted the importance of artistic autonomy. He also sought to
harmonize Eastern and Western art forms in order to construct a spirit
of art rooted in the times and a universal aesthetic system. In doing so,

he provided a paradigm for the modernization of Chinese art.

As president of art academies in Beijing and Hangzhou, Lin promoted
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the concept of aesthetic education and introduced aspects of the French
educational system. He emphasized a combination of scientific
observation and free creation, and he aimed to enhance the value of life
through the “Socialization of Art” with his independent artistic stance
and liberal inclination. Lin elevated social issues into spiritual themes,
embodying a spirit that transcended his time and reflecting a deep sense

of idealism.

Key words:
Lin Fengmian, Pure Ontology of Art, Theory of Harmony between
Chinese and Western Art, Socialization of Art, The Transformation of

Chinese Art
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