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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Fashion Design influenced
by the Rococo Women s Costume

(focus on the details)

Cho, Jung-Moon
Dept, of Clothing
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

The 21st Century is the era at which the interest in the decorative
design is increasing, with the trend that the fashion is getting the
nature of mixture. At this point of the age, | have chosen the female
costumes of the rococo, which can represent the decorative culture
and studied the decorative image. | have tried to increase the

understanding of the rococo fashion shown in the modern fashion.

In the 18th Century, France has emerged as the center of the
European Culture, and all the matter of concern has turned towards
France. However, due to the collapse of the absolute royal power,
luxury and extravagance of the Palace, the economy has come down
to rupture. And the Industrial Revolution and the Philosophy of
Enlightenment have laid the foundation of the Modern Civil Society.

The Rococo costume is the decorative art, which makes the best



use of the beauty of the elegant curve with the emphasis on the
human being. The Rococo costume shows the decorative
characteristics in all the fields, including the interior decoration of the
fine arts, etc. The Rococo costume has spread out with the Salons of
the women as the main body and as the center, and the highest
reach of the decorative beauty was also shown in the costumes worn
by them.

Rococo  costumes represented Dby Robe was  decorated
overwhelmingly with ruffles flowers, ribbons, etc. and expressed by
the liberal sense with the materials of tafta of paster color, brocade,
etc. engageantes, stomacher, falbala and flounce have become the
biggest decorative factors of the 18th Century, and showed the
S—type curve pattern, thus expressing the Robe more womanly, more
elegantly and more romantically.

Four categories can be made as the result of the observation
having the image as the center of the detail characteristics shown in
these Rococo costumes. In the first half of the 18th Century, the
romantic and elegant image was formed, and in the latter half of the
18th Century, the sensual and avant—-garde image was formed.

Firstly, the Romantic fantasy is the repletion of the decorative
factors overwhelmed with the ideal of the Rococo art harmonized with
the reason and sense and the combination of the curve, and
expressed the luxurious, romantic and fantastic image.

Secondly, Salon elegance expressed the aristocratic elegance with
the detail requiring womanly delicacy of the materials and labor of the
others.

Thirdly, Eroticism expressed the sensual feminine beauty by thinning



down the waist with the deeply—dug neckline and corset, emphasizing
the hips.

Fourthly, Avant—-garde expressed the unconventional image with the
big panier coming from the Bohemian Ilifestyle and hair style

unbalancing withen the excessive decoration.

The decorativeness of the Modern Romanticism is well expressed in
the deversified materials with the fantastic colors, compositions, detail
imitating the costumes of the historicism, the trimming techniques,
etc.

According to the Rococo image shown in the modern fashion,

Firstly, the Romantic fantasy expresses the dream and illusion of the
childhood with the deversified detail.

Secondly, Salon Elegance expresses the artistic modelling through
Haute—couture, and expresses the Rococo-style image through the
minimal way.

Thirdly, the lace is mainly used in the expression of the Eroticism,
and expresses the self-confidence for the self-satisfaction.

Fourthly, Avant—garde expresses in the material development by the
deversified technigues, asymmetric cutting, etc., and is shown in the

changed form and re-interpretation of the Rococo factors.

To satisfy the diversified needs of the modern times, the Costumes
Design, as the method of expressing the human sense and emotion,
is supplied with many ideas from the reactionism. It is also interpreted
anew in the modern times with the understanding of the present

times.
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