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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Contemporary Reinterpretation of

Tradition in the Loewe Craft Prize

Park Su mi
Department of Crafts
Graduate school of

Sungshin University

The LOEWE FOUNDATION Craft Prize was established in 2016 by
Jonathan Anderson, the creative director of LOEWE, aims to recognize
and promote excellence in modern craftsmanship and artistic innovation.
This prize serves as a global platform for craftspeople from over 100
countries to demonstrate their aesthetic creativity and skills. A key
aspect of the judging criteria is the focus on “innovation of tradition,”
which promotes the pursuit of new avenues in craft through the
contemporary reinterpretation of traditional practices.

The LOEWE Craft Prize consistently highlights new perspectives on
tradition, offering insights into how craft extends beyond mere
functionality to address broader social and environmental issues.

This study seeks to examine the contemporary reinterpretation of
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traditional craft as reflected in the works of the final candidates selected
for the LOEWE Craft Prize, with the aim of identifying and presenting
new possibilities within the field of contemporary craft.

The analysis focuses on the winning entries and shortlisted works
from 2017 to 2024, exploring the connections to tradition evident in
materials, techniques, and forms. These connections are presented
visually through charts and illustrations to provide a structured analysis.

In particular, this study conceptualizes the strategies and patterns
observed in the wuse of three core elements—traditional materials,
techniques, and forms—in the process of contemporary reinterpretation.
Based on this conceptual framework, the study evaluates the role of
tradition in the creative processes of individual artists. By assessing the
current state of craft through the lens of tradition, this report aims to
propose potential pathways for the future development of craft, aligned

with the vision and values championed by the LOEWE Craft Prize.
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