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Abstract

Analysis and Research of Rachmaninoff’'s

<Sonata for Piano and Cello in g minor, Op.19>

Lee, Su yeon
Department of Collaborative Piano
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

This study examines the first movement of <Sonata for Piano and
Cello Op. 19 in g minor>, 1902 by Sergei Vasil'evich Rachmaninoff,
1873-1943, a Russian composer of late Romanticism in the late 19th
century. In this paper, we analyze the first movement of <Sonata for
Piano and Cello Op. 19 in g minor> in four directions. First, we examine
whether Rachmaninoff wused only 19th-century traditional musical
expression as a 'cosmopolitanism’ composer, or composed by fusing new
outlooks on music of the early 20th century. Secondly, we find out that
Sergei Vasil'evich Rachmaninoff, who was composing in Western

European style, revealed the color of his motherland, Russia, in his work.



Third, we examine Wwhether the form of the music preserved the
traditional 'Sonata form’ of the 18th, 19th centuries, or if it represents
the later romantic elements of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Fourth, we study how a piano virtuoso, Sergei Vasil'evich Rachmaninoff,
expressed his temperament in his work.

At the end of the 19th and early 20th centuries, with the change of the
century, nationalistic music began to be very much in the air. Despite
this radical change within the musical culture, Rachmaninoff composed
according to the classic style of Western Europe. A close look at the
first movement of <Sonata for Piano and Cello Op. 19 in g minor>
reveals this feature. The first movement was composed in sonata form,
and the structure and tonalities of the work followed the traditional
sonata form.

Rachmaninoff showed not only the color and form of Western Europe in
his work, but the color of his native Russia as well. A peal of church
‘bells’ starting off public worship of the Eastern Orthodox Church, which
was the main religion of Russia at that time, often appears in his work.
The peal of church ‘bells’ appears in the introduction of the first
movement of <Sonata for Piano and Cello Op. 19 in g minor>.

In addition, Rachmaninoff used the "Sonata form” in the first movement
to follow the traditional form and also showed the features of late—
romanticism. These features show chromatic chord progression,
dissonance, complex rhythms, and sequence.

He was famous as a virtuoso pianist and played his own compositions

himself. The performance was magnificent. He possessed large hands,



which made it easy to play a variety of chords. Therefore, he composed
a number of high techniques and wide and rich harmonies in his works.
And the piano performance occupied most of chamber music

In this paper, by analyzing the first movement of <Sonata for Piano
and Cello Op. 19 in g minor>, the study reflects that Rachmaninoff
accepted the classical style as a ’‘cosmopolitanism’ composer and at the
same time, composed by combining the technique of late-romanticism.
Although he might have been criticized for lagging behind the times, he
created his own unique music by transferring the technique of classical

traditional style and romantic music to his own composition skill.
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