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ABSTRACT

The Awareness and Experiences of Infant Teachers

on the Utilization of Digital Media

An, Woo—Ri1
Early Childhood Education Major
Graduate School of Education of

Sungshin University

This study aims to help teachers understand the use of digital
media and further discuss educational issues by learning about their
experiences and their perception of digital media utilization in the

field of nursery education.
The research questions set out for this purpose are as follows:
First, what is the teacher's perception of using digital media?
Second, what is the experience of an infant teacher according to

the use of digital media?

To collect data from this study, 12 teachers aged 3 to 5 years

old who worked for an infant education institution from May 2, May
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2, 2018 to June 30, 2018. It was conducted in the form of 1:1
individual interviews between researchers and participants, and 18
in—depth interviews were conducted per teacher, taking into account
the conditions of field teachers. Interviews were recorded and killed
with the consent of the study participants. Two top categories were
derived by repeatedly reading the entire contents and using open
coding, and meaningful cases were selected to reveal research
problems through multiple reading processes. Later, by
segmentation, teachers' diverse views were visualized as lower

categories using conflict—coding techniques.

The results of this study are summarized according to the

research problem as follows

First, infant teachers' perception of digital media utilization has
been categorized into recognition of the need for digital media
utilization, awareness of educational effects, and awareness of
appropriateness by age of infants. Teachers were aware that digital
media's scalability and audiovisual characteristics were appropriate
and necessary for infant education institutions targeting a large
number of infants, while showing concern that such digital media's
characteristics would make unexpected activities difficult and only
interested in 1mages with strong audiovisual stimuli. It was also
concerned that while educational effects are high because it

provides indirect and repetitive experiences that transcends time
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and space through digital media, such experiences do not greatly
help infants who are 1important because they are indirect
experiences and can limit creative expression. Teachers have
different expectations about digital media activities depending on the
age of the children in their class, and there are differences in their
perception of appropriateness. Teachers in charge of
three—year—old babies were aware that it was still too early to
develop babies because of difficulties in manipulating them and the
risk of addiction, and teachers in charge of 4—year—old infants
showed a neutral view of digital media activities as a transitional
phase. In contrast, teachers in charge of children aged five years
old recognized the use of digital media as appropriate for the age
and development of infants, but showed regret because there was a
lack of content available to infants.

Second, the experience of child teachers in using digital media has
been categorized as experiences Iin group activities, operating free
choice activities, and connecting with families. Teachers said that
while digital media activities are expanded to enable exploration
related to topics that infants are curious about, it is difficult to
experience unexpected situations such as advertisements and
pop—ups. These digital media activities have been shown to utilize
digital media not only in large group activities planned by teachers
but also in the free choice activities of infants. Teachers said that
while activities using digital media expand play topics for infants

and support experiences in forming positive relationships with their

_92_



peers, it is difficult to form relationships between infants because of
the limited quantity of digital media and the experience of using
digital media at home. In addition, teachers said that the experience
of using digital media with infants can help positively connect and
communicate with families, but at the same time, it is difficult to
connect with families and make communication difficult. In the field
of nursery education, digital media can be delivered directly and
indirectly to parents, so that sharing of activity contents and
education contents can be achieved, as well as building trust and
connection with families can be strengthened. On the other hand,
however, teachers are suffering from misunderstanding due to the
miscommunication of infants and may be an extension of the use of
digital media at home. This is why teachers are constantly trying to
consult and communicate with parents to improve their negative

perception and help them understand.

In this study, we wanted to help teachers understand the usage of
digital media based on their perception and experience of using
digital media at the site of education for infants and to discuss
educational issues related to the use of digital media. The results of
this study suggest that continuous research should be conducted to
provide digital media activities suitable for the understanding and

development of infants in a constantly changing digital media

environment.
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