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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Late Music Style

in Debussy’s <{Sonata for Cello and Piano)

EUNSAEM ]JO
Major in Collaborative Piano, Master of Music

Graduate School of Sungshin University

This paper is a research of (Sonata for Cello and Piano) composed
by Claude Debussy, a French composer, called the precursor of
impressionistic music.

Debussy acquired the orthodoxy of Western music, but he created his
own Impressionistic musical language, influenced by symbolistic literature
and impressionistic art, and this trend betrayed the antipathy of
Wagnerism represented as German romanticism which was overflowing
in the musical world of Europe at that period, and satisfied the need and
yearn of ‘The New Music’. Debussy applied and developed the
expression established through this process into many branches from
Operas to Songs, Symphonies, Chambers, and solo pieces, and this

reached to the artistic quintessence in his late pieces after 1914.

{Sonata for Cello and Piano) is the first piece among three pieces

representing Debussy’s late pieces composed after the outbreak of The



World War I in 1914. While Debussy borrowed the conventional name of
German music, ‘Sonata’, the substance of it congruously brought
conventional musical language of German music and creative musical

language of his own together.

This paper will account the transition of Debussy’s musical aesthetics
with dividing his pieces into Early(1880-1889)-Middle((1889-1903)-
Late(1910s), and examine his own musical languages reflecting
convention and innovation through analyzing respective movements of

{Sonata for Cello and Piano) .
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