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ABSTRACT

A comparative and analysis between orchestra and piano
arrangement of Dvofak’s Cello Concerto in B minor,
Op. 104

Zhang, Yao

Department of Music
Collaborative Piano Major
Graduate School of

Sung Shin Women’'s University

Antonin Dvorak's Cello Concerto in B minor, Op. 104 (1894-1895) is
considered a representative work of the Romantic era and one of the most
important works in the cello concerto repertoire. Dvordk composed this
concerto in the United States in 1894-1895, and completed it based on the
musical inspiration he gained from his activities in the United States. In
this piece, Dvordk emphasized the balance between the solo cello and the
orchestra, and created a symphonic orchestral accompaniment using
classical forms and expressive techniques of nationalism and romanticism,
while at the same time maximizing the virtuosic and expressive potential
of the cello as a solo instrument. As a result, it is considered a technical
challenge and an opportunity for artistic emotional expression for modern
cellists, and is consistently performed as a major collaborative repertoire.

In fact, during the practice or rehearsal of a concerto, there are many
cases where the orchestra is replaced by a piano accompaniment, even

during practical exams or on stage. In this case, if the collaborative pianist
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plays only by looking at the arranged piano score, it is easy to deviate
from the original composer's intention, so it is necessary to study the
orchestral score and imitate the sound effects of the orchestra in order to
achieve the perfection of the music.

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to understand the composer's
intention by comparing and analyzing the orchestral score and piano
arrangement of Dvorak's cello concerto, and to suggest a method to
accurately implement the composer's 1deas from the orchestral
accompaniment on the piano and increase the perfection of the music.

The research content of the paper first examines the development of the
concerto form, Dvorak's concerto, and the composition background of the
Cello Concerto in B minor, Op. 104 as a theoretical background. Next, in
the analysis of the work, the comparative analysis of the original
orchestral score and the piano arrangement of the composer's version is
the core of this paper, and it analyzes how the orchestra and piano
express the same musical idea in each movement and examines how
faithfully the piano reproduces the role of the orchestra. In the last
chapter, the roles of each instrument group in the orchestra and how to
reproduce them with the piano are interpreted, and methods are suggested
to the accompanist to more effectively imitate the sounds of the orchestral
instruments.

In conclusion, the composer shows a rich sense of color through the
contrast of tones and the interaction between instruments with the various
arrangements and combinations of the orchestra in this work. In addition,
the composer put a lot of effort into reproducing the sound effects of the
orchestra in the piano arrangement he arranged himself. Even in the
complex texture part, as many parts as possible were maintained, and the
characteristics of the piano were considered and rearranged differently
from the original.

In addition, the collaborative pianist should create dynamic changes and
contrasts when imitating tutti passages. When playing the transparent

sound of woodwind instruments, the performance can be executed without
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the use of the pedal. Furthermore, specific performance techniques are
suggested, such as playing tremolo and pizzicato passages of the string
instruments to match their tonal effects and employing the tenuto
technique to represent brass instruments effectively.

This study aims to propose effective methods for piano accompanists to
successfully replicate orchestral accompaniments of concertos on the
piano. Through this, it seeks to contribute to creating high—quality
concerto performances with plano accompaniment, providing valuable

insights for enhancing musical completeness.
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