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Abstract

A Study in Art Education for
Children through Brain

Development.
- Focusing on 7 Year Old Children -

Park, Young-mi

Majored in Art Education
Dept. of Education

Graduate School for Education
Sungshin Women's University

Since it 1s both the global and the information age in 21st century,
major change and challenge in our education can be expected. It is
therefore urgently necessary to review Art Education in order to foster
creative and progressive men and women that can effectively deal with the
various changes. Moreover, it i1s in the world of the child that unlimited
expression needs to be fostered.

We are living in a world that needs original ideas and creative brains,
but in our educational reality, we still tend to emphasize left-brain oriented
education. This has resulted in a lack of creativity, where we incorrectly
assume that memory work in education 1s the best. In this left—brain

oriented education, children’s personalities and creative activities are left
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out, and they are made to memorize the same thing in one classroom.

As 18 common knowledge, the human brain is divided into the left and
right brain, and each part has a different structure and function. Each part
of brain doesn’'t operate half of our body independently, but it has an
effect on all part of our body. The human bran i1s divided into the
right-brain, which controls kinesthetic and sensational part of our body,
and the left-bramn, which controls the left part of our body. In other
words, the left-brain deals with logical and rational things and the
right-brain handles sensational and emotional things.

The outcome of these differences is that the children with
well-developed left-brain read books analytically and show marked reaction
to the linguistic explanation when someone read books to them. On the
other hand, the children with a well-developed right-brain show reaction
to the gesture & expression of reading, illustration, symbolic suggestion
and the like.

To sum up these facts, the left-brain superior children tend to ignore
realistic expression, and try to firush the picture quickly. Research
indications are that they had little time to use the right-brain because of
the left-brain oriented early learning. Left-brain superior children tend to
be hasty and have finite favorite colors which is a reason why their
pictures may have a simplified appearance. Using such functions and
characteristics of the brain, art teaching methods of the past have become
redundant.

Education which includes right-brain usage (which widens creative
thinking), along with left-brain education (which helps understand

meaning), can develop the left and right brain equally. When teaching
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children art, it is the teacher’s duty to foster the child’s expressive ability,
and their broadened aesthetic sense.

Applying the dual function of the brain to Art Education and making the
effort to enable children to demonstrate their inherent ability 1s the right
attitude of the teacher toward Art Education. For this reason, this paper
considers the characteristics and structures of the human brain before
looking into art education for children. It i1s also to explore teaching
methods to develop the power of expression by teaching children through
human brain awareness.

A teacher who teaches his or her children with a deepened
understanding and continuous attention to art in the curriculum will
contribute to improving the creativity of children who are to lead the
future world. An added advantage is that they will, in all likelithood, also

be more than satisfied with their own changed personality.
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