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ABSTRACT

The figurative study on "Conformity"

-In view of Self-works-

Kim, Bong Cheol

Dept. of Sculpture

Graduate School of

Shungshin Women’s University

Our country has apparently group-oriented culture such as
family-centered system which roots in blood, a variety of social
groups or communities.

In this group-oriented culture, people tend to repress themselves and
try to be in accord with group norms, custom or even others'
reaction. Such a mode of behavior arises from the inclination toward
'Conformity'. Individuals in a group feel comfortable in the mode of
'being conformed' behavior based on such an inclination.

On looking back into my childhood, I had a bent for 'conformity' to
the normative atmosphere in groups, and I have also gone through
the process of socialization in need for ' being conformed'.

The feature of 'conformity' is often expressed as a word of praise,
such as 'gentle', 'meek' or 'good', in combination with social value
system.

Those words are the most effective way to make an individual
conformed with a group system, and futhermore come to be a part

of the wvalue systems of virtue. In addition, the inclination toward



'conformity’ makes an individual, who is in the process of
socialization, unconsciously internalize the values of group, ideologies
and moral principles of religion, etc.

Such an inclination stems from the lack of the human physical ability
like a spontaneous ability to grow with no help ( human beings need
parents' help from the moment when they are born). It is a kind of
complementary measures to make up for the weak points.

However, if it causes the individuality and subjectivity to be lost, it
will be troubling that 'uniformed society' and 'blind mob psychology'
occur.

Specially, in the modern capitalistic society, in which a lot of social
problems, including the estrangement, materialism and rash
merchandising are widespread, the aspect of 'conformity' seems more
unstable than in the traditional society in which an individual and
soclety were in peaceful coexistence.

The negative aspects of 'conformed or 'blindly adapted' (for
example, satisfying their desire for materials by apotheosizing goods
,and covering the lack of 'identity' and 'inborn ability' by blindly
jumping themselves into political ideaologies ,religious beliefs or
social power)are special phenomena made by capitalistic power.
Therefore, through historic and figurative investigation, I am going to
exhibit the non-subjective state of conformed individuals, who lose
their independence and are blindly adapted to the society where
materialism and false consciousness prevail.

With the aim of the mutual understanding between individuals and a
society, and the liberty of consciousness, I am going to directly
access to the problem of 'Conformity' through my works on the

subject of "The individual conformity in groups".
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