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ABSTRACT

The Study of Jewelry That Physicalized East

Asian Mythological Imagery

Lee Na Jin
Department of Crafts

Graduate School of

Sungshin University

Myths are a product of imagination added to human life. While the
stories, as mystical as the fog hiding them and ancient as they are, seem
absurd, myths intimately intervene in human life’s reality and guide us to
harmonize with the rest of the world, discover our own identity, and
suggest directions on the decisions. Since birth, a human fiercely
experiences life, and thus, by existing, internal and external factors cause
pain. When it is so, myths, originating from reality humans live in, offer
wisdom to view reality from a different perspective and set a disheartened
human back onto its path on life’s journey. The researcher considers
myths not as a static matter staying in the past but a living, moving
stories that still comfort and touch people. The researcher intended to
reinterpret the stories so their contemporaries can also view myths as
such.

The first chapter of the study, the introduction, clarified that the research
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is on art jewelry based on mythological imagination. The second chapter
can be divided into two parts. The first part presents two primary
research sources to understand the graphic and formative forms featured in
East Asian mythology: the gods in the Chinese textual literature <Shan
Hai Jin> and the mythological animals on the Goguryeo Dynasty tomb
murals located Deokheungri. The characteristics of the creatures shown in
the research materials are also briefly listed. The second part offers
research on how other artworks and artists deconstruct and incorporate
mythology as part of their practice, thus suggesting valid reasoning behind
the researcher’s research art practice. In the third chapter, the series of
processes in creating the artwork are listed, and the artwork’s theme is
discussed further in detail. The fourth chapter reiterates the meaning that
mythology carries based on the research explained in the previous chapters
and elaborates further on the future research direction.

The researcher’s research products are created by adding a mythological
imagination onto the emotions felt when experiencing daily life, establishing
the research’s background in East Asian mythology, and bringing
imagination while creating the artworks. Similar to how every culture has
its food, clothing, and shelter and other cultural elements, myths also have
distinctive characteristics depending on their cultural origin. Through this
research, the researcher intended to remind people of the unique and
humorous form of East Asian mythology that is unnoticed and to explore
the researcher’s identity. The researcher concludes the abstract with hopes
that the research inspires others to imagine and the study to begin a

continuation of stories.
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