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ABSTRACT

Effects of Creative Drama Using Children’s Poems on Children’s

Language Expressiveness and Social Competence.

Jang, Mi-Kyung
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

This study aims to figure out how creative drama using children’s
poems affects young children’s language expressiveness and social
competence. Study issues established in accordance with this study goal

are as follows:

1. How does creative drama using children’s poems affect young
children’s language expressiveness?

1-1. What is the influence of creative drama using children’s poems
on content consistency of young children’s storytelling?

1-2. What is the influence of creative drama using children’s poems
on the number of sentences made by young children?

1-3. What is the influence of creative drama using children’s poems

on the length of sentences made by young children?



2. How does creative drama using children’s poems affect young
children’s social competence?

2-1. What is the influence of creative drama using children’s poem on
social activity of young children?

2-2. What is the influence of creative drama using children’s poems
on social stability of young children?

2-3. What is the influence of creative drama using children’s poems
on cooperation of young children?

2-4. What is the influence of creative drama using children’s poems
on social participation and autonomy of young children?

2-5. What is the influence of creative drama using children’s poems
on vyoung children’s adaptability to social norms?

2-6. What is the influence of creative drama using children’s poems

on leadership of young children?

3. In the process of the creative drama using children’s poems, how has

storytelling of young children been changing?

Subjects of this study are 50 children at the age of five in two different
classes (A and B) at a public kindergarten attached to B elementary school
located at Hwaseong, Gyeonggi do. Experiment group consists of 25
children (14 boys and 11 girls) in class A and comparison group consists
of 25 children (11 boys and 14 girls) in class B.

The tool used to measure children’s language expressiveness is the
Language Expressiveness Test in the ’'Children’s Language Capability

Test’, which Yeong-ae Jang (1981) designed for 4-6 year old children.



In order to test social competence, Social Competence Measurement was
used. The measurement was developed by Sparrow, Balla & Cicchetti
(1986), adapted by Ok-seung Yang, Yeong-ja Lee and Jong-sook Lee
(1987) and modified and complimented by Jeong-sun Lee(1999).

In order to investigate the influence of creative drama using poems
on young children’s language expressiveness and social competence, ex
ante and ex post test scores, based on the measurement mentioned
above, were given to each of experiment and comparison group, and then
means and standard deviations of the scores were generated by using
SPSS/for Windows 12.0 program. Then, t-test was carried out to see
the differences between the two groups. In addition, a case study was
conducted on the basis of the scripts written by the young children and
materials recording oral interactions with young children to figure out

how young children’s storytelling changes.

The results of this study are as follows:

First, the language expressivness score of experiment group, which
experienced creative drama using children’s poem, is significantly higher
than that of comparison group. This shows that creative drama using
children’s poem does affect children’s language expressiveness.

Second, the social competence score of experiment group, which
experienced creative drama using children’s poem, is significantly higher
than that of comparison group. This shows that creative drama using
children’s poem gives positive impact on children’s social competence.

Third, we could see the changes in construction of the storytelling in



the process of creative dream using children’s poem as characters were
added, place and background were re-set and various onomatopoeia and
mimetic word were introduced. From this, it could be inferred that
creative drama wusing children’s poem is positively effective on

construction of children’s storytelling.
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