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ABSTRACT

The Study of human Emotions Projected onto Animals

—Based on my own works—

Kim, min kyoung
Dept, of Oriental painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

Artists have a variety of freedoms, and the freedom to choose the
world they want to express at their will is one of them. In this paper,
[ wanted to discuss the process of facing the unconscious state and
analyzing myself through the works of my own.

We have an illusion about an ideal society, the one that guarantees
people stability and happiness in life only if we accomplish certain
things we want at an adequate stage of life. However, we end up
experiencing negative aspects of our society while struggling to
achieve things that our capitalism—based society requires us to, such
as performing well in school, getting a job, getting marries and so on.
In a capitalism—based society, we are driven to compete fiercely to
achieve the social status we want, and also to set similar goals in
terms of looks, educational backgrounds and competency. In addition,
members in society, who have similar goals form exclusive society
and system of their own. As members of society pursue similar goals,

heading toward the same direction, completion has been so fierce that



human relations have become rife with conflicts.

Because major issues related to human relations in modern world
aim to make individuals establish similar objectives and values, in the
process of doing so individual members may undergo confusion about
their egos and self—indentities.

The larger the gap is between our egos ideals and realities, the
more conflicts and discontent we undergo. Such discontent can
manifest itself as one’ s ego’ s anxieties or as insecurities that is
unconsciously felt. T wanted to study ego s effort to overcome
anxieties and restrained feelings from the perspective of Freud s
Psychoanalytic theories. By expressing restrained feelings in the
images of instinctive animals, performing arts bestows freedoms on
people's repressed egos, thereby giving them psychological rewards. I
examined this process of protecting oneself from ego s discontent
and insecurity.

As to the expression method of the works, I employed the method
of capturing the true essence of beauty, beyond what appears on the
surface, which was used by a famous Chinese monk artist named
“Paldaesanin” , by projecting my emotions onto animals from a
subjective perspective instead of an objective description.

I believe animals and their world, which are subjects of my works,
are a microcosm of human society. Law of the jungle and the
principle of the survival of the fittest exist in various forms in human
society as well. In my work, I intend to express human emotions and
show a range of human relations in a symbolic manner through
personification. As to the expression method, I showed the world of
the unconscious state using accidental effect. I did so by approaching

the work though intrinsic imagery description.
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