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Abstract

On Overestimating the Impact of Request Rejection and

the Role of Cultural Self—Construal

Soeun Yim
Department of Psychology

Graduate School of Sungshin Women's University

This study investigated three hypotheses that (a)whether individuals
who rejected a request would overestimate the impact of their rejection;
(b) whether independent vs. interdependent self—construal make differ—
ence in the prediction of the impact of request rejection; (c) whether a
perspective—taking manipulation would differentially affect how indi—
viduals of independent vs. interdependent self—construal predict the im—
pact of request rejection.

Study 1 showed that individuals who rejected a request generally
overestimated the impact of their rejection such that they predicted that
who were rejected would show negative responses to their rejection.
Also, the more independent self construal they have, the more overesti—

mate impact of their rejection. Study 2 revealed that perspective—taking



led individuals who have high level of independent self—construal over—
estimated the impact of their rejection. On the other hand, when they
kept objective perspective, individuals who have low level of independent
self—construal overestimated the impact of their rejection.

These data were interpreted to suggest that individuals who rejected
concern about negative effect of their rejection, but it is exaggerated.
Furthermore, cultural self—construal have pivotal role in these overesti—
mating. Also, when they took on the perspective of others, by the level of
independent self—construal, they predict the impact of request rejection
differently. Finally, the limitations and implications of this study were

discussed.

Key words: cultural self—construal, request rejection, interpersonal per—

ception, perspective taking
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