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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Production of White Porcelain Oil
Lamps that Use Motifs of Decorative Attachments on

Pottery Relics

Kim Myojin
Department of Crafts
Graduates school of

Sungshin University

Artifacts displayed in museums were useful real-life objects in a prior
era, but in the present, lifestyle changes and developments in science have
caused them to become objects of aesthetic inquiry which only carry
historical meaning. Using functional decorative attachments to ceramic
relics as aesthetic objects, this study aimed to reproduce white ceramic
lamps, which are remembered in terms of their use and value as historical
relics, and make them suitable for modern living spaces.

Historically, oil lamps have long been used for illumination, but in
modern times, they are emerging as “thinking tools” that provide a feeling
of emotional stability along with the effects created by the light or
decorations that complement the interior. Although lamps have been used
for a long time, almost no change has been made in their design from the

original arc-shaped petroleum lamps, while their use has increased in



response to changes in fuel or demand for accessories.

The present study aimed to produce a white ceramic lamp that was
suitable in different roles in the present age by modifying their structure,
which was inconvenient for use in modern indoor spaces, and attaching
decorative rings and handles, which were functional and decorative
attachments to ceramic relics, as modeling elements.

The present study investigated the functional form of traditional lamps
by examining their characteristics by era and types by fuel used,
classifying accessory lamps by use, and deriving three improvements to
address the structural inconveniences and ensure the safe use of the
original arc-shaped lamps in indoor spaces. With regard to lamp
decoration, the use of relics with ring-shaped decorative attachments by
era and the modeling characteristics of the handles of double-handled cups
from the Joseon Dynasty were investigated, and the results were used to
create decorative elements that increased the aesthetic effect of the lamps.

Jiggering, which is advantageous when performing various morphological
alterations in the investigation of the functional form of lamps and suitable
for accurately adjusting the gap between the lamp and the wick holder,
was used to produce white ceramic lamps. For the decorative attachments,
a slab building technique and a shaping technique using a small extruder
that were appropriate for shaping decorative rings and double-handled
decorations were used to represent the shapes of various decorative
attachments.

Based on the white ceramic lamps described above, the present study
attempted to present new ways of using traditional lamps in a modern
setting by creating sets that are appropriate for contemporary leisure

activities.
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