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Abstract

A Study on Doeun(FijfE) Lee Soong-in’s(4:4%{~) Poetry World

Kim, Keong mi
Department of Chinese Classics

Graduate School

Sungshin Women’s University

Doeun Lee Soong-in (1347, King Chungmok Year 3~ 1392, King Gongyang
Year 4) is a Confucian scholar, politician and poet in the late Goryeo period. Lee
was intelligent since childhood and memorized everything he read, and also did
not ask the same thing twice after a lecture. Despite his outstanding talent, he
was caught up in the chaotic era of the late Goryeo period, and was exiled and
reinstated four times. After the transfer of power to Lee Seong-gye, Lee Soong-in
was killed at the age of 46 by Hwang Geo-jeong sent by his friend Jeong
Do-jeon, and thus not many of his poems remain. However, Lee Soong-in was an
excellent poet, representing the prose and poetry of the time.

Lee Soong-in’s collection of works, Doeunjip, contains 337 pieces and 446
poems in Volumes 1-3, and 51 pieces of prose in Volumes 4-5. Many of the
previous studies covered the life of Lee Soong-in while also analyzing his world
of poetry in terms of Neo-Confucianism. Studies in terms of Neo-Confucianism

contain many conflicts or narrative contents about loyalty, filial duty and political

- 12 -



reality. Thus, it is not relatively easy to discover Lee’s poetic skills or innocence
as a poet. Being considered the best poet of the time, he must be studied with
focus on poetry.

This study first examined Lee's poetry that revealed Buddhist disposition. Since
the state religion of Goryeo was Buddism, it was a time when Buddhist had a
great influence over all areas of the society. This is why, even through Lee was
a nobleman who studied Confucianism, his works are based on Buddhist ideas. By
separately examining his poems with strong Buddhist disposition, this study will
reveal the outlook on the world and direction of life that he aimed and pursued
in reality of the time. First, by tracing the perception on Buddhism in Lee’s
poems, it could be found that his Buddhist poetry consisted of poems aiming at
absence of vulgarity and poems seeking the Chan taste (fE#R). Lee intended to
live a life away from the painful reality through Buddhism, and to reach the level
of Buddhist monks hovering over the boundaries of high spirit.

Second, this study examined yeongmulsi (poetry on objects) that reveals Lee’s
emotions through objects. His imagery as a poet is considered to be conveyed
well in yeongmulsi, through which Lee’s poetic features can be examined in terms
of emotions. As a result, it was found that his yeongmulsi is mainly divided into
poems that revealed his perception on reality and will to overcome, and his
emotions as a poet in the objects. Compared to Lee’s other works that recite the
conflicts, frustrations or seclusion in reality in an intense tone, his yeongmulsi is
relatively written in a calm tone.

Third, this study examined Lee Soong-in as a natural man living his daily life
by unburdening himself with sulhoesi (poetry on recollection). As he recalled his

thoughts, there were signs of introspection in various parts of the poetry, which
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are divided into cases that revealed positive consciousness and cases that revealed
limited emotions and inspirations of daily life. Works classified as sulhoesi mostly
showed Lee reflecting on himself or trying to be content with the tough reality,
and they also revealed the events of his daily life like a diary.

In general, Lee's poetry has a strong Buddhist disposition while also showing
signs of Neo-Confucian influence in various parts. Even though his poetry did not
actively reveal Neo-Confucian ideas like the Neo-Confucian scholars in Joseon, it
could be found that Lee sensitively responded to the trend in the history of ideas
in the late Goryeo period that is changing due to the inflow of
Neo-Confucianism. Lee wrote his poems as a means to release his resentful
emotions, and also described conflicts with reality in a relatively frank manner.

Lee was also renowned as a fine writer of the time, being in charge of writing
diplomatic documents with his writing skills. But Lee refused to concentrate his
energy on elaboration of sentences.

This study examined Lee's poetry classified into three items. The contents are
as mentioned above. However, this study tends to just roughly describe the works
he composed while interacting with the same school, and also failed to attempt at
interpreting poetry through the prose he had written as it focused only on Chinese
poetry. Follow-up research is anticipated for additional examination of these

limitations.
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