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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Symbols of Desire through Urban Landscapes

-Focusing on the researcher’s works-

Kim, dong-hee
Major of Oriental Painting, College of Fine Arts,
Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

Academic Adviser Lee, Man-su

Of all of the narratives of life presented in the works of art, this study
particularly focused on desire. The reason why urban landscapes were chosen to
be focused on was to represent the way people live their lives. Cities present
various ways in which people live and furthermore present various forms of
needs that are required to physiologically exist. Amidst the rapid pace at which
urbanization is progressing, many things other than those considered necessary
are created to satisfy such needs during such process. To satisfy the needs,
desire has been created within urban domains. Here, desire refers to an
existential dearth. There exist essential needs essential to exist as human and

those needs that stem from a relative dearth of that which isn’t necessarily
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essential to maintain social interactions with others yet appear to be needed. As
if two gears engaging each other, these two types of needs drive the existence
of a gargantuan aggregation, a city. Such needs produce various forms of
human desire upon interacting with capital found in cities.

The artist presented such displays of urban desire using sceneries of apartment
buildings, artificial creations of nature, cities, night-time sceneries, capital and
money as subject matter. The direction in which the work progress involves
specification of a viewpoint from a macroscopic viewpoint concerning strolls
through urban landscapes to a microscopic viewpoint representing the small
details of people’s life.

The landscapes in works produced between 2003 and 2014 were presented by
collecting the viewpoints of a stroller while in works produced between 2015
and 2016, night-time sceneries were presented from a more specific viewpoint
concerning the lives of people living in cities. Works produced between 2017
and 2018 showed an interest on smaller things found in urban landscapes and
presented remarkable changes in the selection of subjects and methods of
expression. Money was used as an expression representing the byproducts of
human desire, and other minor subject matters were used to present the symbols
of cities’ desire.

The apartment complexes presented in works produced between 2003 and 2014
are tall and frigid buildings made of concrete. People in the modern age live in
apartment buildings because of the convenience they offer in urban living.
Similar to the act of placing flower pots in one’s home to fill an indescribable
void, people began to implant nature into the gardens of apartment complexes

and created artificial gardens. Both small gardens and large parks certainly
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appear in places with many people. The artist believes such processed forms of
nature are a symbol of desire that stem from a dearth of satisfying basic
human needs.

Artificial creations of nature begin with the act of twisting off flowers to
place them in a flower vase filled with water or by uprooting plants and
placing them in baked ceramic flower pots. These acts are the conclusion of
the desire to possess nature or the desire to keep nature in close company and
are presented in cities in the form of artificial creations of nature and in the
form of parks. In works created between 2015 and 2016, such landscape
expressions were pursued through urban buildings, night-time sceneries and
urban inhabitants. Compared to the previous works, the boundaries of
viewpoints have become more specified and scenes of urban landscapes and
meandering urban inhabitants were expressed. The magnificent lights of the city
represent the desire of urban inhabitants. The enervated loitering of people
amidst such lights also presents a scene in which people are chasing their
desire. From this point on, the theme of desire becomes increasingly clear and
the domains of the subject matters also become more specific. Works between
2017 and 2018 present increasingly specific viewpoints. Within the vast and
vain urban landscapes, those scenes that specifically symbolize desire were
sought and expressed. Minor subjects representing cities and the appearances of
people were expressed.

As such, a shift from a macroscopic viewpoint to a microscopic viewpoint is
clearly evident in overall process by which the work progress. Through such a
shift in viewpoints, the desire of urban inhabitants was expressed from various

perspectives.
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Due to the themes of the work, which concerned cities and desire, being
created by people, it can be said that the scenes constitute an appearance that
is sought after by people themselves. It is the belief of the artist that cities
provide various conveniences that satisfy basic physiological demands and allow
people to live like a human. However, the boundary of a city creates demands
for various needs and a subsequent lack of satisfaction regarding such needs
lead humans to an endless path of desire. Thus, people become to have endless
desire. At this moment, desire is established as if it is something of a
physiologically necessary need. Because of this, needs and desire are not clearly
distinguishable in modern society. Desire has now spread throughout our daily
lives in quite a number of ways. It has essentially become established as basic
needs that are considered essential to live like a human.

From the perspective of desire, urban life can be considered a life that is
maintained through desire. In addition, the lives of urban inhabitants were
presented upon considering desire as an essential element of cities and by

expressing various subject matters that are the symbols of desire.
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