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ABSTRACT

A Study on Visualisation of Implicit Energy Found in
Urban Landscapes

-An Analysis Based Upon the Practice of Jisook Lee-

Lee, JI SOOK
Department of Fine Art
Sculpture Major

Graduate School of Sungshin University

The thesis aims to observe shifts in urban landscapes, especially pl
aces like redevelopment areas, from a microscopic point of view and
investigate the logicality underneath a visualization of multifold layer
s of those changes through photography, video or installation as suc
h media. Accordingly, the investigator, Jisook Lee, takes the sublime
by Jean-Francois Lyotard, the phenomenology of perception by Maur
ice Merleau-Ponty and the wirtual, developed by Gilles Deleuze and
Henri Bergson, as a theoretical base for her argument. Also, the pap
er examines the existing works of art and philosophies of contempor
ary artists of this time to offer convincing rationales for her own vi
sual works.

The researcher monitors urban scenes surrounding her daily life an

d re-illuminates these ordinary spaces through photography, video, a
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nd installation. She pays particular attention to redeveloping and reco
nstructing places where destruction and reestablishment repeat amon

g the several city spots. The huge mounds of soil deposits, rocks an
d a gush of wreckage make the researcher feel an inexplicable energ
y and a sense of presence. This thesis defines the seemingly present
force, shapeless yet certainly perceptible, /mplicit Energy, as mentio
ned in the title. The implicit energy, albeit revealed and detected du
ring the survey, is an immaterial phenomenon unable to turn into a
fixed physical state. Thus, embodying the energy in visual media ha
s become a challenging issue the researcher has sought to achieve.
Although the implicit energy sounds somewhat abstract, if it gains it
s appropriate appearance, it could alter a city from a structural envir
onment to a multi-layered space, embracing diverse experiences, emo
tions and historical and temporal contexts.

The second chapter of the thesis underlines how urban landscapes
have obtained conceptual grounds and art—historical value as a motif
of artworks. Therefore, this section clarifies the process that the city
sceneries have turned out to be one of the subjects of artistic creati
on and analyses how experiencing the sublime in the urban places tr
1ggers the overwhelming sensation in the cycle of destruction and re
construction within the theoretical framework on the sublime claimed
by Lyotard and Kant. Besides, it suggests supporting reasons from t
he phenomenology theory of Maurice Merleau-Ponty. The practice pr
oduced by the researcher has been influenced considerably by the co

urse in which a superficial scene transforms itself into a psychologic
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al place of an individual depending on the everyday experiences she
encountered while walking through the reconstruction sites. By expre
ssing the senses of loss, change and reproduction in her works, the
researcher explores how those sentiments interact with the physical
transition of a city. In order to explain the identity of the implicit fo
rce exposed when her actual experiences reflect over the urban rede
velopment scenes, the study looks into duration (a theory of time an
d consciousness) by Bergson, who insisted that the virtual is insepar
able from the creative movement of its actualization in which consta
nt corresponding occurs between matter and livings. Images conveyi
ng the never-ending repetition of destruction and recreation have be
come a principal source of the practice by Jisook Lee. The shifts se
em like an identical replay at a glimpse; however, they indeed displa
vy new meanings and aspects at each repetition. The pattern interrela
tes with a central idea of Difference and Repetition, a book by Gilles
Deleuze. In this regard, the inconspicuous power discovered in those
rebuilding sites includes not only a physical modification but varied 1
ayers of meanings and psychological and emotional responses of an 1
ndividual. As a result, this philosophical stance justifies exploring th
e Influence and significance of the invisible implicit power in Lee’s a
rtworks.

In the third chapter, the study reviews multiple works of contempor
ary art that unveil such conceptual themes—ambiguous interactions,
borders and potentials —by depicting city landscapes in a daily envir

onment with an uncanny yet intense sensitivity. Firstly, it deals wit
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h the works by Andreas Gursky, who presents overwhelming city a
esthetics based on the concept of the sublime and Olafur Eliasson,
who attempts to make sympathetic experiences through unfamiliarity
provoked by his artificially represented nature in detailed reference t
o an extraordinary impression brought by urban sceneries. Secondly,
the investigation moves to deal with deserted places in a city to con
template the extinction of matter occurring in the transitions of the r
econstruction areas and the multi-structures of temporal and spatial
dimensions pronounced during the devastation by providing several c
ases, such as works by Robert Smithson, Hyewon Keum, Jihyun Jeo
ng, and Hisaharu Motoda. Later, it analyses the sculptures by Roni
Horn, which cross the borders in the interaction with the lapse of ti
me and nature, to explore human memory and emotional responses e
merging in ordinary city surroundings. Lastly, to delve into the disti
nctions between materiality and immateriality caught in unfamiliar si
tuations, the researcher herself experienced in the developing sites, L
ee inspects how Anish Kapoor visually reconstructs the boundaries b
etween the material and immaterial and the presence and absence by
employing pigments.

The fourth chapter explains the background and structure of Jisook
Lee’s works; later, it looks closely at the specific working process of
how Lee visualizes the implicit energy in the practical terms of disc
erning potentiality and manifesting its power visually. As the first at
tempt at visualizing the energy in the urban sceneries, Lee captures

split instants. As she produces reversed images by applying the neg
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ative effect on them to switch over daily scenes into unusual landsc
apes, the negligible sceneries attain new meanings. In the procedure,
the dormant potential force reveals itself visually, and once disclosed,
it enables the viewers to establish a new perspective of space and ti
me. Hence, the energy, perceived but hidden, is realized in photograp
hs that catch the disparate and absurd impression caused by the arti
ficial contour of the reconstructing spots or in digital graphic works
that function as a facade of senses continuously changing. These wo
rks refuse to remain as a representation of what is in sight. Instead,
they offer the audience a different experience of perception by addre
ssing the mplicit over the surfaces of materials generated in the rep
etition of time and suggest the possibility of contemporary art, whic
h explores tension intensified by changes of all sorts. The last chapt
er discusses the plausibility of perceiving nonexistent and immaterial
senses when they manifest themselves in weight. The corporeal cha
nges the researcher experienced are not understood simply as physic
al phenomena. Yet, they approach with the impact of profound powe
r, deep, fundamental and enigmatic, which do not belong to the real
m of human comprehension. The researcher intends to demonstrate t
his power through the connotation of weight. The weight 1s physica
I; at the same time, it represents the presence of the immaterial, mo
reover, it could imply certain potentiality. The sense of weight origin
ating from bodily experiences brings about intense introspection on p
resence and existence. In addition, the researcher extends the spotlig

ht of her study to the probability of replacing the sense of weight
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with a visual experience. Acknowledged the interrelationship between
physical weight and visual experience in a virtual realm, Lee searche
s over a threshold between the real and the virtual to portray the 7
mplicit force, whose tendency to change in—-dwells, with the attitude
as similar as sensuous experiences hover between a city landscape a
nd its beyond. Her methodology progresses to catching on to a newl
y established relationship between space and material rather than si
mply focusing on a conflict between reality and virtuality. The visua
1 works by Jisook Lee reinterpret kaleidoscopic urban landscapes, es
pecially large-scale reconstruction and redevelopment areas, based on
experiences, and she consistently has determined to portray the subtl
e energy she caught and its sense of presence with aesthetic elemen
ts. It is possible to grasp the process as an emotional response, risin
g when she accepts the unavoidable change of time befalling regardl
ess of human desire and the force on the unknown dimension transc
ending the passage of time. As Lee discovers the implicit energy in
city circumstances, the process may perform an existential self-searc
hing journey based on personal experiences rather than a remote obs
ervation.

Throughout this exploration, the investigator not only tries to maint
ain varied open attitudes towards the landscape shifts in a city but
also seeks the importance of accepting many inevitable fluctuations 1
n life. Consequently, the thesis presents the belief that art plays a p
articular role in encouraging deep contemplation and expanding exper

lences in an awareness of everlasting flux.
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