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Abstract

An Expressive Study on the Sense of Place

in the Absent Place of the City

-Focusing on the researcher’s works-—

Jeon, Eun-hee
Major of Oriental Painting, College of Fine Arts,
Graduate School of Sungshin Women'’s University

Academic Adviser Lee, Man-su

This thesis is about the “sense of place,” the collective emotions and
sentiments accumulated through time about places in a city. The sense
of place is human emotive senses seeped into a place. Its recognition is
like establishing ties with physical spaces, based on personal identity.
The city as a place and one of the important components of our modern
life provides a vibrant living space to support our present life rather
than offers an unchanging foundation for our existential identity.

On the surface, the cityscape is a cold space managed and maintained
rationally. In reality, however, it contains a variety of symbolic meanings

and perceptions, which in turn determine highly personal impressions on



both public and private places. These impressions again create personal
emotions we hold about the places by putting pressure on our
unconsciousness.

This unconsciousness is what makes the author of this thesis have
feelings about a place and have the urge to express it. The author
hereby tries to find out what kind of impact the emotive aspects of a
place has on the generation of meanings about a place by regarding
architectural structures in physical places as aesthetic objects. The main
reason for the author to be interested in sentimental elements city’s
places is her innate curiosity about other people’s lives. This led the
author to question what kind of relationship exists between the
existential value of private spaces occupied by people and their
non-existence. It also drove her to look further into urban spaces and
their emotive sides. This study will focus on talking about the
sentimental value of places that has changed along with the cityscape’s
change, how it has influenced the author, and how it became the
foundation of her artistic motifs. It will also discuss the sense of place
expressed through the way of flat-surface paintings and installation arts.

Chapter II will explain the background in which the author began
paying attention to other people’s lives in urban settings, as well as
contemplations on places in a city. The beginning of her interest in
urban spaces was intense observations of living spaces as if she were
walking around her surroundings. The places the author visited and used
as motifs were mostly located in the peripheries, which had long been
private spaces for the area’s dwellers, were almost emptied voluntarily or

involuntarily, or were to be emptied any time soon. These places



motivated the author to think about artworks whose subject matters
revolve around vestiges left over in long—-abandoned city spaces and the
existential value revealed in city places.

The existential thinking on other people’s living spaces may be based
on the author's ethical concerns over others. The philosophical
background on how this personal interest has developed into a desire to
express artistically the places alienated from other people will be detailed
in Chapter III. The author’s ideas stressing coexistence with others on
ethical grounds are, as described in the chapter, based on the principle of
“Ren,” the Confucian value which emphasizes altruism, and the ethics of
“the Other,” as espoused by existentialist philosophers like Emmanuel
Levinas.

In Chapter IV, the author moves on to focus on the sense of place
created in each of the city’s living spaces in the periphery discovered
through walking in them. The author describes in this chapter that the
attachment to a place and sentiments associated with it are based on the
person’s memory and establishing an identity derived from this memory
is the foundation on which the sense of place is based. In addition, the
author elucidates artworks revealing sentiments arising out of
non-existence of this sense of place due to physical loss of the place,
which again creates a wholly different kind of sense of place.

In Chapter V, the author explains how a variety of sentiments
associated with places on which her artworks are based for their motif
are expressed in terms of the sense of place, based on a survey of
literature. Non-existent places, one of the author's themes, become

aesthetic spaces from the point in time at which these are captured by



the author’s eyes. These places, locations with individual histories, are
taken as sources from which the value of lives experienced personally
by the occupants can spring.

In realizing the sentiments felt by the author in physical artworks,
these feelings were expressed by means of painting materials that are
more appropriate for recording old vestiges instead of fleeting means of
expression. Diverse forms of painting techniques have been attempted to
express this as a way to give the sense of place in old urban spaces. In
cases where this was not feasible, the author tried techniques of
installation arts.

This thesis is primarily concerned with sentiments that we feel about
places in modern society in which we live. The author wanted to
express the importance and value of places formed in a long, particular
process of the city’s development and tried to articulate the sense of
place by capturing the shape and traces of private spaces occupied by
others. Here the sense of place comes from the sensation felt personally
by those living within it, who are also part of it.

In addition, the author tried to find out what kind of role “things,” the
things that are taken for granted by the dwellers and outsiders alike
because of their familiarity, within the place play in creating such a
sense of place. Mostly these are uninhabited places or sites taken lightly
but captured vividly by the author as artistic inspiration. By recreating
these places and things into aesthetic objects, the author wanted to tell
the public that even seemingly trivial things in our everyday life can be
valuable assets for artistic expression as long as they embody lives of

other people. In addition, the author describes that the sense of place can



be born out of the collective memory of people and the remembrance on
traces In private spaces.

The modern city is fast losing its identity as well as the identity of
its occupants, due to the excessive growth of its boundaries and the
onslaught of profit-oriented wurban developers. Even though the
individualistic sensibility to trivial-looking places and things within urban
settings 1s increasingly a rare commodity in this age of
hyper-development, the re—-enactment of the sense of place about the
disappeared or disappearing city landscape makes us think again about
the importance of uniquely held feelings we may have about mundane

city places.
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