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ABSTRACT

Study of Domenico Scarlatti’s
Keyboard Sonatas For Harpsichord
<K.162, K.455>

Se-Jin Jung
Department of Music
Instrumental Music Major

Graduate School

Sungshin University

Italian composer Domenico Scarlatti(1685-1757), composed various
compositions keyboard music in his original style. He contributed greatly to
the music of Italy, Portugal, and Spain, leaving many works in various
musical genres such as church music, and opera. In particular, Scarlatti’s
555 keyboard sonatas composed in Spain later in his life, are his

representative work that laid the foundation for keyboard music in music
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history and played an important role in the development of keyboard
sonata.

D. Scarlatti’s Sonatas have been scattered or lost in many places over
the years, making it difficult to study. Fortunately, most of them have
been found, and they are preserved in many countries. His keyboard
sonatas reflect influence from Italian, and Spanish music. Most of the
sonatas consist of a simple binary form, or rounded binary form. They
also have high-level’s techniques and contain various elements of Italian
and Spanish music.

Scarlatti’s Sonatas <K.162, K.455> two-part belong to a relatively short-
length sonata. In these pieces, various musical elements such as triplet,
syncopation and repetition, acciaccatura, arpeggio, non—harmonic, transitory,
trill, jump, anti-progression, sequential progression, and parallel progression
are used.

In this paper, I look into the life of D. Scarlatti and explore various
compositional techniques that appears in his keyboard Sonata <K.162,
K.455>.
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